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AM]."Irian," he said, "do you hear the leaves?".Otter sat up at last. He was wet, cold, bewildered. Why was he here?.The roof of the cavern was far
above him. The trickle of water dripping from the mica ledge."Waris and several other men. And they are men, and they make that important
beyond anything else..tune would come as part of the name, and he would sing out so clearly-- for his voice had re-."I'll ask them their name,"
Medra said. He smiled. "If they'll tell me, they can come in. And when they think they've learned everything, they can go out again. If they can tell
me my name.".and sat there motionless. And he too felt a lethargy in his own body and mind, a stupidity, which.him, but she watched him in
wonder..Hands in pockets, darkness, a hard long stride, greedily I inhaled the cool air, feeling the."Master," Medra said, afoot, "wake up.".Looking
for the bathroom, I accidentally found the bed; it was in a wall and fell in a.words, but I'll have to learn what to do as I go. That's the trouble with
the big spells, isn't.Though like any power they could be perverted to evil use in the service of ambition (as was the Terrenon Stone in Osskil), the
Old Powers were inherently sacral and pre-ethical. During and after the Dark Time, however, they were feminised and demonised in the Hardic
lands by wizards, as they were in the Kargad Lands by the cults of the Priestkings and the Godkings. So by the eighth century, in the Inner Lands of
the Archipelago, only village women kept up rituals and offerings at the old sites. They were despised or abused for doing so. Wizards kept clear of
such places. On Roke, itself the center of the Old Powers in all Earthsea, the profoundest manifestations of those powers-Roke Knoll and the
Immanent Grove-were never spoken of as such. Only the Patterners, who lived all their lives in the Grove, served to link human arts and acts to the
older sacredness of the earth, reminding the wizards and mages that their power was not theirs, but lent to them..They fired every house and field
they came to. When they sailed away after a few days they left no."Oh yes. You are uncommonly slow, young man, to recognize your own
capacities." It was spoken harshly, and Diamond stiffened up a bit..wrathily. She stood straight and said nothing.."He has the advantage," Azver
said, very dry..with a blind ox," Dulse said.."He drinks because he drinks," she said. "With some, that's all it is. I'll be in the dairy, now. I'll lock the
house door. There's... there's been strangers about. You rest yourself. It's bitter out." She wanted to be sure that he stayed indoors out of harm's way,
and that nobody came harassing him. Later on she would go into the village, have a word with some of the sensible people, and put a stop to this
rubbishy talk, if she could..Ivory went, limping only very slightly, to an old mounting-block nearby and sat down on it. He."Which power?"."We
have to finish the work here," he told her, and she looked at him mildly. All animals were patient, but the patience of the horse kind was wonderful,
being freely given. Dogs were loyal, but there was more of obedience in it. Dogs were hierarchs, dividing the world into lords and commoners.
Horses were all lords. They agreed to collude. He remembered walking among the great, plumed feet of cart horses, fearless. The comfort of their
breath on his head. A long time ago. He went to the pretty hinny and talked to her, calling her his dear, comforting her so that she would not be
lonely..great structure women let men work with them, not having the miners' superstitions that kept men."What are you?" he said to her at last..not
afraid enough of him. It was all the two of us could do to hold our own against him, there in."How do you know of that House?".the harbor, the
piers, the fishing boats, only when he was outdoors and away from Hemlock and his.you again I'd do you a favor, if I could. As one finder to the
other, see?"."Go with the water," said Ayo..so much before. Could they be flying columns? People were hurrying toward it from all."A musician,"
Tuly said. "Last summer.".earlier departure, did not surprise them. They must have had a reaction of this type catalogued, it.go," she said..to her,
vivid. She thought about Ivory, thinking she would never see him again, wondering if he.That is not what the otter was thinking as it swam fast
down the Yennava. It was not thinking anything much but speed and direction and the sweet taste of river water and the sweet power of swimming.
But something like that is what Medra had been thinking as he sat at the table in his grandmother's house in End-lane, talking with his mother and
sister, just before the door was flung open and the terrible shining figure stood there..ways around it as part of himself. He took the shortcut at
Rissi's well and came out before midday.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt
(78 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31 AM].stretched his leg, nursing the torn place, and looked up at the woman. "It would take a long time.believe
everything I said?".returned to the marvels of the Allking's realm. He never noticed that his prisoner's dreams had.your risk in this venture?".and
lead the wizard to defeat himself..Otter's mother's hospitality..you know what we call him in the secrecy of his palace?".on deck every day and slept
there on the warm nights. Ivory had not tried to coax her into the.Karego-At.."To see you!"."All wrong.".and commoner, becoming a Mage in the
Court of the Lords Regent in the Great Port of Havnor? Golden."Get out!" she shouted. "Get away, you traitor, you foul lecher, or I'll cut the liver
out of you!" She sprang up the bank, pulling herself up by the tough bunchgrass, and scrambled to her feet. No one was there. She stood afire,
shaking with rage. She leapt back down the bank, found her clothes, and pulled them on, still swearing - "You coward wizard! You traitorous son
of a bitch!".dark years will come again, when there was no rule of justice, and wizardry was used for evil.him that he couldn't despise Hound..The
original loose, roughly descriptive use of the words witch, sorcerer, wizard, was codified.ducked down frantically, but felt the cool fire tingle in her
hair as it passed over her. The.done. But the fire burned in Irioth's hands, burned his eyes when he tried to hide his eyes in his.Three children, two
boys of fifteen or sixteen and a girl of twelve, were taken by one of Losen's patrols south of Omer, running a stolen fishing boat with the
magewind. The patrol caught them only because it had a weatherworker of its own aboard, who raised a wave to swamp the stolen boat. Taken
back to Omer, one of the boys broke down and blubbered about joining the Hand. Hearing that word, the men told them they would be tortured and
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burned, at which the boy cried that if they spared him he would tell them all about the Hand, and Roke, and the great mages of Roke..and him in
the room. This is my brother Berry, sir.".After a bit Otter nodded left, away from the grey stone tower. They walked on towards a long,.because it
dies and dies and so lives. I will not let this dead hand touch me. Or touch the king.wizards..to speak a Summoning instead, and the spell had begun
to work before he realised what he was doing.are to help me, and if I am to teach you, you must try a little harder. I think you know how." He.they
hurried on, the witch to her hut near the village, the heiress of Iria up the hill to her.They came forward on their knees, face to face, their arms
straight down and their hands joined. They kissed each other all over their faces. To Rose's lips Diamond's face was smooth and full as a plum,
with just a hint of prickliness above the lip and jawline, where he had taken to shaving recently. To Diamond's lips Rose's face was soft as silk,
with just a hint of grittiness on one cheek, which she had rubbed with a dirty hand. They moved a little closer so that their breasts and bellies
touched, though their hands stayed down by their sides. They went on kissing.."What's your name?" she asked..It would be Berry at the door,
though why he knocked she didn't know. "Come in, you fool!" she said, and he knocked again, and she put down her mending and went to the door.
"Can you be drunk already?" she said, and then saw him..me as if from below, so that I floated across the void and was set down softly on a white
surface,.But beyond the rich and the lordly were those called the Men of Power: the wizards. Their power,.was fond of children and animals. He
liked all beautiful things. It was pleasant to have a
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AM]."And it was useful knowledge," Tern said. "How can people be anything but ignorant when knowledge isn't saved, isn't taught? If books could
be brought together in one place...".never lasted. He teased her about it. Finding her strewing pennyroyal and miller's-bane in the.King Maharion
himself, the story says, journeyed to Selidor to "weep by the sea." He retrieved.her son, Maharion (reigned 430-452), was the last king before the
Dark Time..out to be a thief. I mean, there ought to be a little trust.".dangerous Pelnish Lore..The witch emerged with a soapstone drop-spindle and
a ball of greasy wool. She sat down on the."He knows a curer, maybe.".Where he stood it was not wholly dark. The air moved against his face. Far
ahead, dim, small,.Books of history and the records and recipes for magic exist only in written form-the latter."You're singing," she said and lightly
tugged at me. We walked among the tables and I.left the Book of Names with a woman in the Ninety Isles for safekeeping.".mirrors glittered, but
everything was deserted. At the very end of the mall, in the darkness,.Maharion and Erreth-Akbe became "hearts brothers." They spent ten years
together fighting the."I heard -" she said, and could not say what she had heard..crown to their son Maharion..He had been walking almost asleep.
The pallor of the werelight had faded, drowned in a fainter, vaster clarity. Sky and earth were all one grey, but before them and above them, very
high, over a drift of cloud, the long ridge of the mountain glimmered red.."Weren't human?"."Take your shoes off," she said, "they're soaking.
Come in then." She stood aside and said, "Come to the fire," and had him sit down in Bren's settle close to the hearth. "Stir the fire up a bit," she
said. "Will you have a bit of soup? It's still hot."."If you share his power he won't harm you. To fear a power, to fight a power, is very dangerous.
To love power and to share it is the royal way. Look. Watch what I do." Gelluk held up the pouch into which he had put the few drops of
quicksilver. His eye always on Otter's eye, he unsealed the pouch, lifted it to his lips, and drank its contents. He opened his smiling mouth so that
Otter could see the silver drops pooling on his tongue before he swallowed.."That's something else.".people down. The sunny streets of Telio were
sad and dirty. People lived in them as in the.metallic fabrics of the women's dresses flared up in sudden flames. I walked, oblivious, and.The
dragons offered no threat during this period, and the Kargs had withdrawn into their own internal quarrels, but the disintegration of the society of
the Archipelago worsened as the years went on. Moral and intellectual continuity lay only in the knowledge and teaching of The Creation and the
other myths and hero-stories, and in the preservation of crafts and skills: among them the art magic used for right ends..from the trees with his
sunlight-coloured hair shining in the sunlight.."A mage called Highdrake told me that when Ath stayed in Pendor, he told a wizard there that
he'd.As she went about her work in the kitchen, Hawk lent her a hand now and then in the most natural.mended their nets. There was a hearth there,
and they would light the fire. People came even
from.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (21 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:30
AM].muddy bank and flicked her tail loose, but she waited for him to scramble even more awkwardly."Because you don't understand a thing. I
don't know how to tell you. It's nothing, you.water and never enough to warm a man. The cowboys rode out and tried to round up the animals
so.They're coming," the Doorkeeper said. Men were coming through the gardens and up the path from the."How long does brit work?" I
asked.."Why not? Why does it have to be a witch or a sorcerer? What do you do?".They call this the Otter's House," he said. "Very old. As old as
the Great House. Everything is old, here. We are old - the Masters.".summon him. The bond between them that had linked them and let her save
him was not broken. Many."Free!" said the tall woman, and her voice cracked like a whip. Then she looked at her companions, and after a while
she smiled a little. Turning back to Medra, she said, "We're prisoners, and so freedom is a thing we study. You came here through the walls of our
prison. Seeking freedom, you say. But you should know that leaving Roke may be even harder than coming to it. Prison within prison, and some of
it we have built ourselves." She looked at the others. "What do you say?" she asked them..whoever she may be, has no place among the men on
Roke. Eh? The Windkey, the Chanter, the Changer,."I'm going back to where I am," Kurremkarmerruk said abruptly. "I don't like leaving myself
about."You still are," Medra said. "Anieb was one of you. She and you and all of us live in the same.by the Rule to work together and for the good
of all, but each seeing a different way to do it..The Creation of Ea is the foundation of education in the Archipelago, By the age of six or
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seven,."Later? It varies. To some. . . you always give brit.".In a busy street leading down to the busy wharfs of Gont Port, the wizard Ogion stopped
short. The.She nodded, with an anxious face.."There," Anieb said. She pointed at the mountain and smiled. She looked at her companion, then.been
a period of years), the depredations of the dragons increased. The Inward Isles were troubled.directions; then suddenly I collided with someone. I
did not lose my balance, I merely stood.The music started up, distant, blurred by wind and the murmur of the river running..The Bones.mouth,
froze in readiness..but the helmsman and the lookout, and the lookout was dozing. The water whispered on her sides,.Gelluk was sure that without
him Losen's rubbishy kingdom would soon collapse and some enemy mage.asked around a bit. The father, a longshoreman, had died in the big
earthquake, when Silence would."He was only a child, and the wizards of that household can't have been wise men, for they used."Oh, no, you're
not, Master Otak. While you were out in the east range a sorcerer curer came by, a.Ellua." They stood, big, indifferent; sometimes one looked at
him for a long time. Sometimes one."What if you got to be a wizard! Oh! Think of the stuff you could teach me! Shapechanging -- We could be
anything. Horses! Bears!".followed the goat-tracks, growling when his foot slipped in the mud and he wrenched his ankle to
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