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"But, then, we hardly know each other," she said. She was freer, it seemed. She smiled..and the other myths and hero-stories, and in the
preservation of crafts and skills: among them the."Set a price?" he flashed out. Then he remembered who he was not, and spoke humbly. "No. I
didn't.".He knew he was no match for Early. To stop that first binding spell he had used all the strength of resistance he had. The illusion and the
shape-change were all the tricks he had to play. If he faced the wizard again he would be destroyed. And Roke with him. Roke and its children, and
Elehal his love, and Veil, Crow, Dory, all of them, the fountain in the white courtyard, the tree by the fountain. Only the Grove would stand. Only
the green hill, silent, immovable. He heard Elehal say to him, Havnor lies between us. He heard her say, Al! the true powers, all the old powers, at
root are one.."Come" she said, "before you fall asleep there," and he followed her obediently to Berry's room,.with a row of high pointed windows.
A group of men stood there, and every one of them turned to."Can I know the secret?" he asked after a while.."I will," he said, to comfort her..The
one with a voice like a deep-toned bell looked at her too, and spoke to her with a plain, kind severity. "As I see it, the man who brought you here
meant to do harm, but you do not. Yet being here, Irian, you do us and yourself harm. Everything not in its own place does harm. A note sung,
however well sung, wrecks the tune it isn't part of. Women teach women. Witches learn their craft from other witches and from sorcerers, not from
wizards. What we teach here is in a language not for women's tongues. The young heart rebels against such laws, calling them unjust, arbitrary. But
they are true laws, founded not on what we want, but on what is. The just and the unjust, the foolish and the wise, all must obey them, or waste life
and come to grief."."Irian?".He left her at the comer of the street, a narrow, dull, somehow sly-looking street that slanted up between featureless
walls to a wooden door in a higher wall. He had put his spell on her, and she looked like a man, though she did not feel like one. She and Ivory
took each other in their arms, because after all they had been friends, companions, and he had done all this for her. "Courage!" he said, and let her
go. She walked up the street and stood before the door. She looked back then, but he was gone..would not set his burden down on the load, but
clambered into the cart holding her, and held her.They turned back, uncertain. The low sun was still bright on the fields and the roofs of the
Great.boy one of his dearest pleasures had been to go alone out into the countryside and wander along.He heard an eagle scream. He got to his feet.
He leapt into the dark..ramp or walkway; I observed that one could pass through the green lines of those lights quite.Otter felt as if he were being
brought back to vivid life from interminable, dreary, dazed
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AM].haste..When he looked up and spoke it was with a hint of a melancholy smile. "All the mystery and wisdom.Dragonfly spoke in a ragged,
raging whisper: 'How could you name me that!".trade - wonderful illusions. But people don't want to believe that. They want the mysteries,
the.hesitated, and in that instant Anieb shouted in Otter's voice, "Tinaral, fall!".Hound smiled. "They haven't undone what you did yet, either," he
said. "Old Whiteface was crawling.She said nothing, laying out what was in the basket, dividing it for the two of them..ring, maybe that's nothing
compared to what the wizards and the dragonlords can do, but it's not.he was going in the right direction. "Perhaps I can find some along the way,"
he said. "It's my.afternoon, but after it she went off in her abrupt way. He felt some awe of her; she was.language. They are True Runes that have
been given "safe," inactive names in the ordinary.not understand the old man's joke until he turned to the window and saw the Armed Cliffs down
at.about him. She hadn't seen a king when she first saw him, as with the other one..leaving things out, here, things worth knowing....".thing to fight
against until he could defeat it. There are many boys like that. I was one. But I.They came out into the calm, open evening air. The west still held
some brightness as they crossed.The witch said nothing..You must make your choice alone, as a man. Do you understand that?" Golden was
earnest, seeing his chance to begin to wean the lad from his mother. She as a woman would cling, but he as a man must learn to let go. And
Diamond nodded sturdily enough to satisfy his father, though he had a thoughtful look.."Di thought it up," Rose said..ship's captain beside him
walked on several steps and turned to see Ogion talking to the air..were at home with the earth, or most likely because it was the custom, women
had always worked the.Gelluk's attention turned entirely away from him then, fixed on the hillside and the vision he saw.Of innumerable sacred
groves, caves, mountains, hills, springs, and stones on the Four Lands, the.The history of the Fourteen Kings of Havnor (actually six kings and
eight queens, ~150-400) is.Ivory departed. He did not return for two days. On the third day he rode experimentally past Old.TWO."Oh, yes, like
this," and sailed back down smooth as a cloud on the south wind..The early kings and queens of Enlad, among whose names are Lar Ashal, Dohun,
Enashen, Timan, and Tagtar, gradually increased their sway till they proclaimed themselves rulers of Earthsea. Their reign extended no farther
south than Ilien and did not include Felkway in the east, Paln and Semel in the west, or Osskil in the north, but they did send explorers out all over
the Inmost Sea and into the Reaches. The most ancient maps of Earthsea, now in the archives of the palace in Havnor, were drawn in Berila about
twelve hundred years ago..looked at the pages. Long, long lists of names and numbers, debts and credits, profits and losses.."I think they fear them
too," said Veil..What he found on Roke was both less and more than the hope and rumor he had sought so long. Roke Island was, they told him, the
heart of Earthsea. The first land Segoy raised from the waters in the beginning of time was bright Ea of the northern sea, and the second was Roke.
That green hill, Roke Knoll, was founded deeper than all the islands. The trees he had seen, which seemed sometimes to be in one place on the isle
and sometimes in another, were the oldest trees in the world, and the source and center of magic..better hire on while he'll take you.".Elfarran had
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used on Solea against the Enemy), he turned the waters of the Fountains of Shelieth-."Oh, you startled me!" she said. "What can I do for you,
then?".came here first-I could not save the one who saved me.".She looked up and saw the Hoary Man come out of a dark aisle of great oaks and
come towards her across the glade..deeply, and his mind felt stifled too, as if his thoughts were crowded into a space too small for.She stared at him
with those strange eyes, as unreadable as a sheep's, he thought. Then she burst out: 'You lived there? You studied there? Do you know the
Archmage?".speakers (like most Hardic speakers) do not realise that their languages have a common ancestry..of a spell, speaking in the tongue
that all the wizards and mages of Roke had learned, the.And the Lord of Gont Port had tried once again to get Dulse to come down to do what
needed doing."You are safer here.".to be certain. If he does what I do here there is no harm. We can work together. If I do what he.stared at Irian;
then with a brief nod he went on. She looked back at him. He was looking back at.Roke Knoll, was founded deeper than all the islands. The trees
he had seen, which seemed sometimes.He was only a little sorcerer, a cheating healer with a few sorry spells. Or so he seemed. What if.the Sword,
her heart grew lighter. And once, when Golden was down 'at South Port, she and Tangle.Windkey led them. His thin, keen old face looked strained
and weary, but he greeted the four mages.Ged too looked at her..the Archipelago..rapidly at anyone's approach; at last I found an exit..The so-called
Six Hundred Runes of Hardic are not the Hardic runes used to write the ordinary.It is often a matter of considerable importance that the words of
these lore-books not be spoken aloud..CENTER, although that surely did not mean the center of the city. At any rate, I let myself be led.."I saw
it.".He got up in the icy morning while they still slept rolled in their blankets. He knew where the cattle were nearby, and went to them. The
sickness was very familiar to him now. He felt it in his hands as a burning, and a queasiness if it was much advanced. Approaching one steer that
was lying down, he found himself dizzy and retching. He came no closer, but said words that might ease the dying, and went on..this time wounded
the mage so that he had to come down to earth and take his own form. He came,.be no true king of Earthsea. Mortally wounded in battle against the
rebel lord Gehis of the.TERMINAL PARK..He had no thought of hiding or protecting himself. Luckily for him there were no guards about;."But
you're right, Herbal, we're out of balance," said Kurremkarmerruk, his voice hard and harsh. "When and where did we begin to go too far? What
have we forgotten, turned our back on, overlooked?".millennia before that. Its thirty-one stanzas tell how Segoy raised the islands of Earthsea in
the.Again he paused. All at once he looked straight at Otter, who froze in terror thinking the wizard had caught him watching his mind. Gelluk
stared at him a while with that curious half-keen, half-unseeing gaze, smiling. "Little Medra!" he said, as if just discovering he was there. He patted
Otter's shoulder. "I know you have the gift of finding what's hidden. Quite a great gift, were it suitably trained. Have no fear, my son. I know why
you led my servants only to the little lode, playing and delaying. But now that I've come, you serve me, and have nothing to be afraid of. And
there's no use trying to conceal anything from me, is there? The wise child loves his father and obeys him, and the father rewards him as he
deserves." He leaned very close, as he liked to do, and said gently, confidentially, "I'm sure you can find the great lode.".Printed on narrow sands
under granite cliffs, in the first light, were the tracks of a bird."They say," said Ayo from the shadows, "that there's an island where the rule of
justice is kept.had proved that when he lived up here as Dulse's student, and his life with the rich folk of Gont.She stood still, listening towards the
west. The mage walked on, turning only when he realized she.He was half asleep, sitting on the ground in the shade by the barracks, the smell of
the logs stacked by the roaster tower bringing him a memory of the work yards at home, the fragrance of new wood as the plane ran down the silky
oak board. Some noise or movement roused him. He looked up and saw the wizard standing before him, looming above him..Money was a
problem. The girl thought, of course, that he as a great wizard would snap his fingers and waft them over the sea in a magic boat flying before the
magewind. But when he told her they'd have to hire passage on a ship, she said simply, "I have the cheese money.".himself the gull, or an eagle, or
a dragon, who flew above and before the fleet, and when the men.At last she moved, and kissed his cheek, and whispered, "I missed you, I missed
you, I missed you..fountain; I got up, walked on in the spreading light of the new day, until I woke from my stupor.After a little silence Otter said,
"Thanks." And he looked up at Hound, one brief, questioning,.though it meant he would have his hands tied behind him and his mouth gagged and
a leash buckled.Only a few steps ahead of them now was the place where underfoot, underground, two or three feet down, dark water crept and
seeped through soft earth over the ledge of mica. Under that opened the hollow cavern and the lode of cinnabar.."Come on out," whispered
Diamond, a shadow in the starlight..They set off along the wharves, asking for a ship bound south that might take a wizard and his.It was peaceful
here with the woman and the cat. He had come to a good house.."Your majesty is sending forth his fleets," Early said to the staring old man in the
armchair in."But you do have a talent.".and deeper for a long time, till he reached the longest of those pools, and after that the way
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