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Then they displayed Shehrzad in the third dress and the fourth and the fifth, and she became as she were a willow-wand or a thirsting gazelle,
goodly of grace and perfect of attributes, even as saith of her one in the following verses:.Accordingly, Ishac bade admit her; so she entered, and
when her eyes fell upon the Commander of the Faithful, she kissed the earth before him and said, 'Peace be upon thee, O Commander of the
Faithful and asylum of the people of the faith and reviver of justice among all creatures! May God make plain the treading of thy feet and
vouchsafe thee enjoyment of that which He hath bestowed on thee and make Paradise thy harbourage and the fire that of thine enemies!' Quoth Er
Reshid, 'And on thee be peace, O damsel! Sit.' So she sat down and he bade her sing; whereupon she took the lute and tightening its strings, played
thereon in many modes, so that the Commander of the Faithful and Jaafer were confounded and like to fly for delight. Then she returned to the first
mode and sang the following verses:.When the morning morrowed and the king sat on the throne of his kingship, he summoned the chief of his
viziers and said to him, "What deemest thou of this that yonder robber-youth hath done? Behold, he hath entered my house and lain down on my
bed and I fear lest there be an intrigue between him and the woman. How deemest thou of the affair?" "God prolong the king's continuance!"
replied the vizier. "What sawest thou in this youth [to make thee trust in him]? Is he not vile of origin, the son of thieves? Needs must a thief revert
to his vile origin, and whoso reareth the young of the serpent shall get of them nought but biting. As for the woman, she is not at fault; for, since
[the] time [of her marriage with thee] till now, there hath appeared from her nought but good breeding and modesty; and now, if the king give me
leave, I will go to her and question her, so I may discover to thee the affair.".55. The Poor Man and his Generous Friend dcxliii.Unto me the whole
world's gladness is thy nearness and thy sight, iii. 15..The merchant went out and returned to the old woman, who, seeing him changed of colour,
said to him, 'What did he ask thee, [may God confound] his hoariness?' So he acquainted her with the case and she said to him, 'Fear not; I will
bring thee forth of this [strait].' Quoth he, 'God requite thee with good!' And she said, 'To-morrow go to him with a stout heart and say, "The answer
to that whereof thou askest me is that thou put the heads of two staves into one of the holes; then take the other two staves and lay them across the
middle of the first two and stop with their heads the second hole and with their butts the fourth hole. Then take the butts of the first two staves and
stop with them the third hole."' (232)."There was once a man, a merchant, who had a wife and abundant wealth. He set out one day on a journey
with merchandise, leaving his wife big with child, and said to her, 'If it be the will of God the Most High, I will return before the birth of the child.'
Then he took leave of her and setting out, journeyed from country to country till he came to the court of one of the kings and foregathered with
him. Now this king was in need of one who should order his affairs and those of his kingdom and seeing the merchant well-bred and intelligent, he
charged him abide with him and entreated him with honour and munificence. After awhile, he sought of the king leave to go to his own house, but
the latter would not consent to this; whereupon he said to him, 'O king, suffer me go and see my children and come again.' So he gave him leave for
this and took surety of him for his return. Moreover, he gave him a purse, wherein were a thousand gold dinars, and the merchant embarked in a
ship and set sail, intending for his own country..? ? ? ? ? In glory's raiment clad, by thee the stars of heaven are shamed And in amaze the full moon
stares to see thy goodlihead..Now this vizier had many enemies, who envied him his high place and still sought to do him hurt, but found no way
thereunto, and God, in His fore-knowledge and His fore-ordinance from time immemorial, decreed that the king dreamt that the Vizier Er Rehwan
gave him a fruit from off a tree and he ate it and died. So he awoke, affrighted and troubled, and when the vizier had presented himself before him
[and withdrawn] and the king was alone with those in whom he trusted, he related to them his dream and they counselled him to send for the
astrologers and interpreters [of dreams] and commended to him a sage, for whose skill and wisdom they vouched. So the king sent for him and
entreated him with honour and made him draw near to himself. Now there had been private with the sage in question a company of the vizier's
enemies, who besought him to slander the vizier to the king and counsel him to put him to death, in consideration of that which they promised him
of wealth galore; and he agreed with them of this and told the king that the vizier would slay him in the course of the [ensuing] month and bade him
hasten to put him to death, else would he surely slay him..94. The Man's Dispute with the Learned Woman of the relative Excellence of the Sexes
dclxxxiii.Wife, The Fuller and his, i. 261..63. Haroun er Reshid and the Two Girls dcli.Ill Effects of Precipitation, Of the, i. 98..Merouzi (El) and
Er Razi, ii. 28..? ? ? ? ? Would he were not, who sundered us upon the parting-day! How many a body hath he slain, how many a bone laid bare!.?
? ? ? ? Whenas we saw the cup, forthright we signed to past it round And sun and moon unto our eyes shone sparkling from it straight..124. The
Saint to whom God gave a Cloud to serve him and the Devout King cccclxxiii.? ? ? ? ? l. The Three Men and our Lord Jesus dcccci.It is told that
there was once, in the city of Baghdad, a comely and well-bred youth, fair of face, tall of stature and slender of shape. His name was Alaeddin and
he was of the chiefs of the sons of the merchants and had a shop wherein he sold and bought One day, as he sat in his shop, there passed by him a
girl of the women of pleasure, (253) who raised her eyes and casting a glance at the young merchant, saw written in a flowing hand on the forepart
(254) of the door of his shop, these words, "VERILY, THERE IS NO CRAFT BUT MEN'S CRAFT, FORASMUCH AS IT OVERCOMETH
WOMEN'S CRAFT." When she beheld this, she was wroth and took counsel with herself, saying, "As my head liveth, I will assuredly show him a
trick of the tricks of women and prove the untruth of (255) this his inscription!".Let destiny with loosened rein its course appointed fare, iii. 211.? ?
? ? ? The folk witness bear of my worth and none can my virtues deny..When the company heard this story, they marvelled thereat with the utmost
wonderment. Then the fifth officer, who was the lieutenant of the bench, (113) came forward and said, '[This is] no wonder and there befell me that
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which is rarer and more extraordinary than this..? ? ? ? ? Then was my heart by that which caused my agitation seared, And from mine eyelids still
the tears poured down without relent..So she sent for him in private and said to him, 'I purpose to do thee a service, so thou canst but keep a secret.'
He promised her all that she desired and she discovered to him her secret in the matter of her daughter, saying, 'I will marry thee to her and commit
to thee the governance of her affair and make thee king and ruler over this city.' He thanked her and promised to uphold all that she should order
him, and she said to him, 'Go forth to such an one of the neighbouring provinces privily.' So he went forth and on the morrow she made ready bales
and gear and presents and bestowed on him a great matter, all of which they loaded on the backs of camels..? ? ? ? ? How long shall I anights
distracted be for love Of thee? How long th' assaults of grief and woes abide?.47. The Man of Yemen and his six Slave-girls dxcv.? ? ? ? ? Our
Lord, after sev'rance, with them hath conjoined us, for he who doth good Shall ne'er disappointed abide and kindnesses kindness entail..? ? ? ? ?
Thou taught'st me what I cannot bear; afflicted sore am I; Yea, thou hast wasted me away with rigour and despite..So the affair was concluded and
we drew up the contract of marriage and I made the bride-feast; but on the wedding-night I beheld a thing (214) than which never made God the
Most High aught more loathly. Methought her people had contrived this by way of sport; so I laughed and looked for my mistress, whom I had
seen [at the lattice], to make her appearance; but saw her not. When the affair was prolonged and I found none but her, I was like to go mad for
vexation and fell to beseeching my Lord and humbling myself in supplication to Him that He would deliver me from her. When I arose in the
morning, there came the chamber-woman and said to me, "Hast thou occasion for the bath?" "No," answered I; and she said, "Art thou for
breakfast?" But I replied, "No;" and on this wise I abode three days, tasting neither meat nor drink..When the king heard this from his son, he rose
to his feet and calling for his charger of state, took horse with four-and-twenty amirs of the chief officers of his empire. Then he betook himself to
the palace of the King of Baghdad, who, when he saw him coming, bade his chamberlains open the doors to him and going down himself to meet
him, received him with all worship and hospitality and entreated him with the utmost honour. Moreover, he carried him [and his suite] into the
palace and causing make ready for them carpets and cushions, sat down upon a chair of gold, with traverses of juniper- wood, set with pearls and
jewels. Then he bade bring sweetmeats and confections and odoriferous flowers and commanded to slaughter four-and-twenty head of sheep and
the like of oxen and make ready geese and fowls, stuffed and roasted, and pigeons and spread the tables; nor was it long before the meats were set
on in dishes of gold and silver. So they ate till they had enough and when they had eaten their fill, the tables were removed and the wine-service set
on and the cups and flagons ranged in order, whilst the mamelukes and the fair slave- girls sat down, with girdles of gold about their middles, inlaid
with all manner pearls and diamonds and emeralds and rubies and other jewels. Moreover, the king bade fetch the musicians; so there presented
themselves before him a score of damsels, with lutes and psalteries and rebecks, and smote upon instruments of music, on such wise that they
moved the assembly to delight..Then said Selim to his sister, 'Know that I am resolved to slay yonder man, if he return this next night, and I will
say to the folk, "He was a thief," and none shall know that which hath befallen. Moreover, I will address myself to the slaughter of whosoever
knoweth that which is between yonder fellow and my mother.' But Selma said, ' I fear lest, if thou slay him in our dwelling-place and he savour not
of robberhood, (69) suspicion will revert upon ourselves, and we cannot be assured but that he belongeth unto folk whose mischief is to be feared
and their hostility dreaded, (70) and thus wilt thou have fled from privy shame to open shame and abiding public dishonour.' 'How then deemest
thou we should do?' asked Selim and she said, 'Is there nothing for it but to slay him? Let us not hasten unto slaughter, for that the slaughter of a
soul without just cause is a grave [matter].'.? ? ? ? ? Sans fault of mine, my blood and tears he shed and beggared me Of him I love, yet for himself
gained nought thereby whate'er..There was once a king of the kings of the earth, who dwelt in a populous (236) city, abounding in good; but he
oppressed its people and used them foully, so that he ruined (237) the city; and he was named none other than tyrant and misdoer. Now he was
wont, whenas he heard of a masterful man (238) in another land, to send after him and tempt him with money to take service with him; and there
was a certain tither, who exceeded all his brethren in oppression of the people and foulness of dealing. So the king sent after him and when he stood
before him, he found him a mighty man (239) and said to him, 'Thou hast been praised to me, but meseemeth thou overpassest the description. Set
out to me somewhat of thy sayings and doings, so I may be dispensed therewith from [enquiring into] all thy circumstance.' 'With all my heart,'
answered the other. 'Know, O king, that I oppress the folk and people (240) the land, whilst other than I wasteth (241) it and peopleth it not.'.? ? ? ?
? Though little, with beauty myself I've adorned; So the flowers are my subjects and I am their queen..Then there reigned after them an
understanding king, who was just, keen-witted and accomplished and loved stories, especially those which chronicle the doings of kings and
sultans, and he found [in the treasuries of the kings who had foregone him] these marvellous and rare and delightful stories, [written] in the thirty
volumes aforesaid. So he read in them a first book and a second and a third and [so on] to the last of them, and each book pleased him more than
that which forewent it, till he came to the end of them. Then he marvelled at that which he had read [therein] of stories and discourse and witty
traits and anecdotes and moral instances and reminiscences and bade the folk copy them and publish them in all lands and climes; wherefore their
report was bruited abroad and the people named them "The marvels and rarities of the Thousand Nights and One Night." This is all that hath come
down to us of [the history of] this book, and God is All-Knowing. (196).The vizier's story pleased the king and he bade depart to his dwelling..? ? ?
? ? Thine approof which shall clothe me in noblest attire And my rank in the eyes of the people raise high..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ja. Story of David and
Solomon dcccxcix.? ? ? ? ? k. The Serpent-Charmer and his Wife dccccvii.When Ibrahim heard this, he let fetch the thieves and said to them, 'Tell
me truly, which of you shot the arrow that wounded me.' Quoth they, 'It was this youth that is with us.' Whereupon the king fell to looking upon
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him and said to him, 'O youth, acquaint me with thy case and tell me who was thy father and thou shalt have assurance from God.' 'O my lord,'
answered the youth, 'I know no father; as for me, my father lodged me in a pit [when I was little], with a nurse to rear me, and one day, there fell in
upon us a lion, which tore my shoulder, then left me and occupied himself with the nurse and rent her in pieces; and God vouchsafed me one who
brought me forth of the pit.' Then he related to him all that had befallen him, first and last; which when Ibrahim heard, he cried out and said, 'By
Allah, this is my very son!' And he said to him, 'Uncover thy shoulder.' So he uncovered it and behold, it was scarred.."He shall not come in to me.
Who is at the door, other than he?" "El Akhtel et Teghlibi," (56) answered Adi; and Omar said, "He is the unbeliever who says in his verse ..." [And
he repeated the following:].As for Abou Sabir, when he returned, he saw not his wife and read what was written on the ground, wherefore he wept
and sat [awhile] sorrowing. Then said he to himself, 'O Abou Sabir, it behoveth thee to be patient, for belike there shall betide [thee] an affair yet
sorer than this and more grievous;' and he went forth wandering at a venture, like to the love-distraught, the madman, till he came to a sort of
labourers working upon the palace of the king, by way of forced labour. When [the overseers] saw him, they laid hold of him and said to him,
'Work thou with these folk at the palace of the king; else will we imprison thee for life.' So he fell to working with them as a labourer and every day
they gave him a cake of bread. He wrought with them a month's space, till it chanced that one of the labourers mounted a ladder and falling, broke
his leg; whereupon he cried out and wept. Quoth Abou Sabir to him, 'Have patience and weep not; for thou shall find ease in thy patience.' But the
man said to him, 'How long shall I have patience?' And he answered, saying, 'Patience bringeth a man forth of the bottom of the pit and seateth him
on the throne of the kingdom.'.? ? ? ? ? How many a king for my sweet sake with other kings hath vied, Still craving union with me and suing for
my sight!.So he went out to them and questioned them of their case, whereupon, "Return to thy lord," answered they, "and question him of Prince
El Abbas, if he have come unto him, for that he left his father King El Aziz a full-told year agone, and indeed longing for him troubleth the king
and he hath levied a part of his army and his guards and is come forth in quest of his son, so haply he may light upon tidings of him." Quoth the
eunuch, "Is there amongst you a brother of his or a son?" "Nay, by Allah!" answered they. "But we are all his mamelukes and the boughten of his
money, and his father El Aziz hath despatched us to make enquiry of him. So go thou to thy lord and question him of the prince and return to us
with that which he shall answer you." "And where is King El Aziz?" asked the eunuch; and they replied, "He is encamped in the Green Meadow."
(96).Accordingly, he returned to the burial-ground and gave not over going till he stood at the door of the sepulchre, when he heard El Merouzi say
to his fellow, 'I will not give thee a single dirhem of the money!' The other said the like and they were occupied with contention and mutual
revilement and talk. So the thief returned in haste to his fellows, who said, 'What is behind thee?' Quoth he, 'Get you gone and flee for your lives
and save yourselves, O fools; for that much people of the dead are come to life and between them are words and contention.' So the thieves fled,
whilst the two sharpers retained to Er Razi's house and made peace with one another and laid the thieves' purchase to the money they had gotten
aforetime and lived a while of time. Nor, O king of the age," added the vizier, "is this rarer or more marvellous than the story of the four sharpers
with the money-changer and the ass.".The king approved her speech and bestowed on her a dress of honour and gave her magnificent gifts; after
which, for that his choice had fallen upon his younger son, Melik Shah, he married her with him and made him his heir apparent and caused the
folk swear fealty to him. When this came to the knowledge of his brother Belehwan and he was ware that his younger brother had been preferred
over him, his breast was straitened and the affair was grievous to him and envy entered into him and rancour; but he concealed this in his heart,
whilst fire raged therein because of the damsel and the kingship..Sherik ben Amrou, what device avails the hand of death to stay? i. 204..When El
Aziz had sat awhile, he summoned the mamelukes of his son El Abbas, and they were five-and-twenty in number, besides half a score slave-girls,
as they were moons, five of whom the king had brought with him and other five he had left with the prince's mother. When the mamelukes came
before him, he cast over each of them a mantle of green brocade and bade them mount like horses of one and the same fashion and enter Baghdad
and enquire concerning their lord El Abbas. So they entered the city and passed through the [streets and] markets, and there abode in Baghdad nor
old man nor boy but came forth to gaze on them and divert himself with the sight of their beauty and grace and the goodliness of their aspect and of
their clothes and horses, for that they were even as moons. They gave not over going till they came to the royal palace, where they halted, and the
king looked at them and seeing their beauty and the goodliness of their apparel and the brightness of their faces, said, "Would I knew of which of
the tribes these are!" And he bade the eunuch bring him news of them..?STORY OF THE SHARPER AND THE MERCHANTS..Noureddin
thanked him and they entered the slave-merchant's house. When the people of the house saw Abou Nuwas, they rose to do him worship, for that
which they knew of his station with the Commander of the Faithful. Moreover, the slave-dealer himself came up to them with two chairs, and they
seated themselves thereon. Then the slave-merchant went into the house and returning with the slave-girl, as she were a willow-wand or a
bamboo-cane, clad in a vest of damask silk and tired with a black and white turban, the ends whereof fell down over her face, seated her on a chair
of ebony; after which quoth he to those who were present, "I will discover to you a face as it were a full moon breaking forth from under a cloud."
And they said, "Do so." So he unveiled the damsel's face and behold, she was like the shining sun, with comely shape and day-bright face and
slender [waist and heavy] hips; brief, she was endowed with elegance, the description whereof existeth not, [and was] even as saith of her the
poet:.When Er Reshid heard this, he waxed exceeding wroth and said, "May God not reunite you twain in gladness!" Then he summoned the
headsman, and when he presented himself, he said to him, "Strike off the head of this accursed slave-girl." So Mesrour took her by the hand and
[led her away; but], when she came to the door, she turned and said to the Khalif, "O Commander of the Faithful, I conjure thee, by thy fathers and
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forefathers, give ear unto that I shall say!" Then she improvised and recited the following verses:.Now the dancing of Iblis pleased Queen Es
Shuhba and she said to him, 'By Allah, this is a goodly dancing!' He thanked her for this and said to Tuhfeh, 'O Tuhfeh, there is not on the face of
the earth a skilfuller than Ishac en Nedim; but thou art more skilful than he. Indeed, I have been present with him many a time and have shown him
passages (234) on the lute, and there have betided me such and such things with him. (235) Indeed, the story of my dealings with him is a long one
and this is no time to repeat it; but now I would fain show thee a passage on the lute, whereby thou shall be exalted over all the folk.' Quoth she to
him, 'Do what seemeth good to thee.' So he took the lute and played thereon on wondrous wise, with rare divisions and extraordinary modulations,
and showed her a passage she knew not; and this was liefer to her than all that she had gotten. Then she took the lute from him and playing thereon,
[sang and] presently returned to the passage that he had shown her; and he said, 'By Allah, thou singest better than I!' As for Tuhfeh, it was made
manifest to her that her former usance (236) was all of it wrong and that what she had learnt from the Sheikh Aboultawaif Iblis was the origin and
foundation [of all perfection] in the art. So she rejoiced in that which she had gotten of [new skill in] touching the lute far more than in all that had
fallen to her lot of wealth and raiment and kissed the Sheikh's hand..66. El Mutelemmis and his Wife Umeimeh ccclxxxv.Presently, up came a
woman with a phial of urine, and when the [mock] physician saw the phial afar off, he said to her, 'This is the urine of a man, a stranger.' 'Yes,'
answered she; and he continued, 'Is he not a Jew and is not his ailment indigestion?' 'Yes,' replied the woman, and the folk marvelled at this;
wherefore the man was magnified in Galen's eyes, for that he heard speech such as was not of the usage of physicians, seeing that they know not
urine but by shaking it and looking into it anear neither know they a man's water from a woman's water, nor a stranger's [from a countryman's], nor
a Jew's from a Sherifs. (22) Then said the woman, 'What is the remedy?' Quoth the weaver, 'Pay down the fee.' So she paid him a dirhem and he
gave her medicines contrary to that ailment and such as would aggravate the patient's malady..How long shall I thus question my heart that's
drowned in woe? iii. 42..So the highwayman took the saddle-bags and offered to kill the traveller, who said, "What is this? Thou hast no blood-feud
against me, that should make my slaughter incumbent [on thee]. Quoth the other, "Needs must I slay thee;" whereupon the traveller dismounted
from his horse and grovelled on the earth, beseeching the robber and speaking him fair. The latter hearkened not to his prayers, but cast him to the
ground; whereupon the traveller [raised his eyes and seeing a francolin flying over him,] said, in his agony," O francolin, bear witness that this man
slayeth me unjustly and wickedly; for indeed I have given him all that was with me and besought him to let me go, for my children's sake; yet
would he not consent unto this. But be thou witness against him, for God is not unmindful of that which is done of the oppressors." The
highwayman paid no heed to this speech, but smote him and cut off his head..16. Uns el Wujoud and the Vizier's Daughter Rose- in-bud cccxli.? ?
? ? ? f. The Sixth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclxvi.'Thou liest, O accursed one,' cried the king and bade lay hands on him and clap him in irons.
Then he turned to the two youths, his sons, and strained them to his breast, weeping sore and saying, 'O all ye who are present of cadis and
assessors and officers of state, know that these twain are my sons and that this is my wife and the daughter of my father's brother; for that I was
king aforetime in such a region.' And he recounted to them his history from beginning to end, nor is there aught of profit in repetition; whereupon
the folk cried out with weeping and lamentation for the stress of that which they heard of marvellous chances and that rare story. As for the king's
wife, he caused carry her into his palace and lavished upon her and upon her sons all that behoved and beseemed them of bounties, whilst the folk
flocked to offer up prayers for him and give him joy of [his reunion with] his wife and children..Then said she to him, 'When the king saw him and
questioned thee of him, what saidst thou to him?' And he answered, 'I said to him, "This is the son of a nurse who belonged to us. We left him little
and he grew up; so I brought him, that he might be servant to the king,"' Quoth she, 'Thou didst well.' And she charged him to be instant in the
service of the prince. As for the king, he redoubled in kindness to the eunuch and appointed the youth a liberal allowance and he abode going in to
the king's house and coming out therefrom and standing in his service, and every day he grew in favour with him; whilst, as for Shah Khatoun, she
used to stand a-watch for him at the windows and balconies and gaze upon him, and she on coals of fire on his account, yet could she not speak..? ?
? ? ? To whom save thee shall I complain, of whom relief implore, Whose image came to visit me, what while in dreams I lay?.Then he sent for the
old man, the Muezzin, and when the messenger came to him and told him that the Commander of the Faithful sought him, he feared the
denunciation of the damsel and accompanied him to the palace, walking and letting wind (44) as he went, whilst all who passed him by laughed at
him. When he came into the presence of the Commander of the Faithful, he fell a-trembling and his tongue was embarrassed, [so that he could not
speak]. The Khalif laughed at him and said to him, "O elder, thou hast done no offence; so [why] fearest thou?" "O my lord," answered the old man
(and indeed he was in the sorest of that which may be of fear,) "by the virtue of thy pure forefathers, indeed I have done nought, and do thou
enquire of my conduct." The Khalif laughed at him and ordering him a thousand dinars, bestowed on him a sumptuous dress of honour and made
him chief of the Muezzins in his mosque..The kings of the Jinn were moved to delight by that fair singing and fluent speech and praised Tuhfeh;
and Queen Kemeriyeh rose to her and embraced her and kissed her between the eyes, saying, 'By Allah, it is good, O my sister and solace of mine
eyes and darling of my heart!' Then said she, 'I conjure thee by Allah, give us more of this lovely singing.' And Tuhfeh answered with 'Hearkening
and obedience.' So she took the lute and playing thereon after a different fashion from the former one, sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Were my
affliction thine, love's anguish hadst thou dreed And in the flaming hell of long estrangement sighed..? ? ? ? ? 'Tis He who pardoneth errors alike to
slave and free; On Him is my reliance in good and evil cheer..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ef. Story of the Barber's Sixth Brother clviii.They abode thus awhile
and presently she said, "Up to now we have not become drunken; let me pour out." So she took the cup and gave him to drink and plied him with
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liquor, till he became drunken, when she took him and carried him into a closet. Then she came out, with his head in her hand, what while I stood
silent, fixing not mine eyes on hers neither questioning her of this; and she said to me, "What is this?" "I know not," answered I; and she said,
"Take it and cast it into the river." I obeyed her commandment and she arose and stripping herself of her clothes, took a knife and cut the dead
man's body in pieces, which she laid in three baskets, and said to me, "Throw them into the river.".? ? ? ? ? Taper of hoofs and straight of stature, in
the dust They prance, as like a flood they pour across the plain;.One day, as I stood in my shop, there came up to me a woman and stopped before
me; and she as she were the full moon rising from among the stars, and the place was illumined by her light. When I saw her, I fixed my eyes on
her and stared in her face; and she bespoke me with soft speech. When I heard her words and the sweetness of her speech, I lusted after her; and
when she saw that I lusted after her, she did her occasion and promising me [to come again], went away, leaving my mind occupied with her and
fire kindled in my heart. Then I abode, perplexed and pondering my affair, whilst fire flamed in my heart, till the third day, when she came again
and I scarce credited her coming. When I saw her, I talked with her and cajoled her and courted her and strove to win her favour with speech and
invited her [to my house]; but she answered, saying, 'I will not go up into any one's house.' Quoth I, 'I will go with thee;' and she said, 'Arise and
come with me.'.? ? ? ? ? For if "Her grave above her is levelled" it be said, Of life and its continuance no jot indeed reck I..Then they all four arose,
laying wagers with one another, and went forth, walking, from the palace-gate [and fared on] till they came in at the gate of the street in which
Aboulhusn el Khelia dwelt. He saw them and said to his wife Nuzhet el Fuad, "Verily, all that is sticky is not a pancake and not every time cometh
the jar off safe. (38)' Meseemeth the old woman hath gone and told her lady and acquainted her with our case and she hath disputed with Mesrour
the eunuch and they have laid wagers with one another about our death and are come to us, all four, the Khalif and the eunuch and the Lady
Zubeideh and the old woman." When Nuzhet el Fuad heard this, she started up from her lying posture and said, "How shall we do?" And he said,
"We will both feign ourselves dead and stretch ourselves out and hold our breath." So she hearkened unto him and they both lay down on the
siesta[-carpet] and bound their feet and shut their eyes and covered themselves with the veil and held their breath..The two girls let me down from
fourscore fathoms' height, i. 49..When the vizier was ware that she was Arwa and heard her speech, he knew that it behoved him not to lie and that
nought would avail him but truth-speaking; so he bowed [his head] to the ground and wept and said, 'Whoso doth evil, needs must he abide it,
though his day be prolonged. By Allah, I am he who hath sinned and transgressed, and nought prompted me unto this but fear and overmastering
desire and the affliction written upon my forehead; (118) and indeed this woman is pure and chaste and free from all fault.' When King Dadbin
heard this, he buffeted his face and said to his vizier, 'God slay thee! It is thou that hast parted me and my wife and wronged me!' But Kisra the
king said to him, 'God shall surely slay thee, for that thou hastenedst and lookedst not into thine affair and knewest not the guilty from the guiltless.
Hadst thou wrought deliberately, the false had been made manifest to thee from the true; so where was thy judgment and thy sight?".Then came
forward the fourteenth officer and said, 'Know that the story I have to tell is pleasanter and more extraordinary than this; and it is as follows..? ? ? ?
? a. The First Old Man's Story ii.His story troubled the Sultan's deputy and he was sore enraged against him; so he drew his sword and smiting him,
cut off his head; whereupon one recited the following verses:.34. The City of Irem dxxxviii."Except," continued the Khalif, "he were the enemy of
God, he had wished for her in this world, so he might after [repent and] return to righteous dealing. By Allah, he shall not come in to me! Who is at
the door other than he?" Quoth Adi, "Jemil ben Mamer el Udhri (51) is at the door;" and Omar said, "It is he who says in one of his odes" ... [And
he recited the following:].The Lady Zubeideh answered him many words and the talk waxed amain between them. At last the Khalif sat down at
the heads of the pair and said, "By the tomb of the Apostle of God (may He bless and preserve him!) and the sepulchres of my fathers and
forefathers, whoso will tell me which of them died before the other, I will willingly give him a thousand dinars!" When Aboulhusn heard the
Khalifs words, he sprang up in haste and said, "I died first, O Commander of the Faithful! Hand over the thousand dinars and quit thine oath and
the conjuration by which thou sworest." Then Nuzhet el Fuad rose also and stood up before the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh, who both rejoiced in
this and in their safety, and the princess chid her slave-girl. Then the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh gave them joy at their well-being and knew that
this [pretended] death was a device to get the money; and the princess said to Nuzhet el Fuad, "Thou shouldst have sought of me that which thou
desiredst, without this fashion, and not have consumed my heart for thee." And she said, "Indeed, I was ashamed, O my lady.".Then he looked at
her and seeing her eyes fixed on the young Damascene, for that in very deed he had ravished her with his beauty and grace, went up to the latter
and said to him, "O my lord, art thou a looker-on or a buyer? Tell me." Quoth Noureddin, "I am both looker-on and buyer. Wilt thou sell me yonder
slave-girl for sixteen hundred dinars?" And he pulled out the purse of gold. So the dealer returned, dancing and clapping his hands and saying, "So
be it, so be it, or not [at all]!" Then he came to the damsel and said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, shall I sell thee to yonder young Damascene for sixteen
hundred dinars?" But she answered, "No," of shamefastness before her master and the bystanders; whereupon the people of the bazaar and the
slave-merchant departed, and Abou Nuwas and Ali Noureddin arose and went each his own way, whilst the damsel returned to her master's house,
full of love for the young Damascene..They have departed, but the steads yet full of them remain, ii. 239..The Fifth Day.? ? ? ? ? So get thee gone,
then, from a house wherein thou art abased And let not severance from friends lie heavy on thy spright..? ? ? ? ? g. The Seventh Voyage of Sindbad
the Sailor dlxiii.Now the singer had entered and the druggist's wife said to him, 'Arise, enter this chest.' So he entered it and she shut the lid on him
and opened to her husband, who came in, in a state of bewilderment, and searched the house, but found none and overlooked the chest. So he said
in himself, 'The house [of which the singer spoke] is one which resembleth my house and the woman is one who resembles my wife,' and returned
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to his shop; whereupon the singer came forth of the chest and falling upon the druggist's wife, did his occasion and paid her her due and weighed
down the scale for her. (196) Then they ate and drank and kissed and clipped, and on this wise they abode till the evening, when she gave him
money, for that she found his weaving good, (197) and made him promise to come to her on the morrow..I am content, for him I love, to all abide,
iii. 25..? ? ? ? ? How many a victim of the pangs of love-liking hath died! Tired is my patience, but of blame my censors never tire..Officer's Story,
The Fifth, ii. 144..Now the liefest of all things to Mariyeh was the recitation of poems and verses and linked rhymes and the twanging [of the
strings of the lute], and she was versed in all tongues; so she took the letter and opening it, read that which was therein and apprehended its purport.
Then she cast it on the ground and said, "O nurse, I have no answer to make to this letter." Quoth the nurse, "Indeed, this is weakness in thee and a
reproach unto thee, for that the people of the world have heard of thee and still praise thee for keenness of wit and apprehension; so do thou return
him an answer, such as shall delude his heart and weary his soul." "O nurse," rejoined the princess, "who is this that presumeth upon me with this
letter? Belike he is the stranger youth who gave my father the rubies." "It is himself," answered the woman, and Mariyeh said, "I will answer his
letter on such a wise that thou shalt not bring me other than it [from him]." Quoth the nurse, "So be it." So the princess called for inkhorn and paper
and wrote the following verses:.As I sat one day at the door of the prefecture, a woman entered and said to me privily, "O my lord, I am the wife of
such an one the physician, and with him is a company of the notables (114) of the city, drinking wine in such a place." When I heard this, I
misliked to make a scandal; so I rebuffed her and sent her away. Then I arose and went alone to the place in question and sat without till the door
opened, when I rushed in and entering, found the company engaged as the woman had set out, and she herself with them. I saluted them and they
returned my greeting and rising, entreated me with honour and seated me and brought me to eat. Then I informed them how one had denounced
them to me, but I had driven him (115) away and come to them by myself; wherefore they thanked me and praised me for my goodness. Then they
brought out to me from among them two thousand dirhems (116) and I took them and went away..? ? ? ? ? Suppose for distraction he seek in the
Spring and its blooms one day, The face of his loved one holds the only Spring for his eye..95. Abou Suweid and the Handsome Old Woman
dclxxxvii.? ? ? ? ? Yea, all my passion and desire and love-longing in verse, As pearls in goodly order strung it were, I did enshrine..? ? ? ? ? A
damsel made for love and decked with subtle grace; Thou'dst deem the very sun had borrowed from her face..? ? ? ? ? With ruin I o'erwhelm him
and abjectness and woe And cause him quaff the goblet of death and distance drear..To return to King El Aziz. When his son El Abbas left him, he
was desolated for him with an exceeding desolation, he and his mother; and when tidings of him tarried long and the appointed time passed [and
the prince returned not], the king caused public proclamation to be made, commanding all his troops to make ready to mount and go forth in quest
of his son El Abbas at the end of three days, after which time no cause of hindrance nor excuse should be admitted unto any. So on the fourth day,
the king bade number the troops, and behold, they were four-and-twenty thousand horse, besides servants and followers. Accordingly, they reared
the standards and the drums beat to departure and the king set out [with his army], intending for Baghdad; nor did he cease to fare on with all
diligence, till he came within half a day's journey of the city and bade his troops encamp in [a place there called] the Green Meadow. So they
pitched the tents there, till the country was straitened with them, and set up for the king a pavilion of green brocade, broidered with pearls and
jewels..73. The Miller and his Wife ccclxxxvii.Ten Viziers, The, i. 61.When the Khalif heard this, he laughed heartily and said, "By Allah, O my
brother, thou art indeed excused in this matter, now that I know the cause and that the cause hath a tail. Nevertheless if it please God, I will not
sever myself from thee." "O my guest," replied Aboulhusn, "did I not say to thee, 'Far be it that what is past should recur! For that I will never
again foregather with any'?" Then the Khalif rose and Aboulhusn set before him a dish of roast goose and a cake of manchet-bread and sitting
down, fell to cutting off morsels and feeding the Khalif therewith. They gave not over eating thus till they were content, when Aboulhusn brought
bowl and ewer and potash (16) and they washed their hands..? ? ? ? ? I rede thee vaunt thee not of praise from us, for lo! Even as a docktailed cur
thou art esteemed of me..? ? ? ? ? A sun [is my love;] but his heat in mine entrails still rageth, concealed; A moon, in the hearts of the folk he riseth,
and not in the sky..So Ishac returned to the slave-dealer and said to him, 'Harkye, Gaffer Said!*' 'At thy service, O my lord,' answered the old man;
and Ishac said, 'In the corridor is a cell and therein a damsel pale of colour. What is her price in money and how much dost thou ask for her?, Quoth
the slave-dealer, 'She whom thou mentionest is called Tuhfet el Hemca.' (174) 'What is the meaning of El Hemca?' asked Ishac, and the old man
replied, 'Her price hath been paid down an hundred times and she still saith, "Show me him who desireth to buy me;" and when I show her to him,
she saith, "This fellow is not to my liking; he hath in him such and such a default." And in every one who would fain buy her she allegeth some
default or other, so that none careth now to buy her and none seeketh her, for fear lest she discover some default in him.' Quoth Ishac, 'She seeketh
presently to sell herself; so go thou to her and enquire of her and see her price and send her to the palace.' 'O my lord,' answered Said, 'her price is
an hundred dinars, though, were she whole of this paleness that is upon her face, she would be worth a thousand; but folly and pallor have
diminished her value; and behold, I will go to her and consult her of this.' So he betook himself to her, and said to her, 'Wilt thou be sold to Ishac
ben Ibrahim el Mausili?' 'Yes,' answered she, and he said, 'Leave frowardness, (175) for to whom doth it happen to be in the house of Ishac the
boon-companion?' (176).?STORY OF THE HAWK AND THE LOCUST..The learned man bethought him awhile of this, then made for Khelbes's
house, which adjoined his own, still holding the latter; and when they entered, they found the young man lying on the bed with Khelbes's wife;
whereupon quoth he to him, 'O accursed one, the calamity is with thee and in thine own house!' So Khelbes put away his wife and went forth,
fleeing, and returned not to his own land. This, then," continued the vizier, "is the consequence of lewdness, for whoso purposeth in himself craft
the-stephenson-family.pdf
Page 6/9

The Stephenson Family

and perfidy, they get possession of him, and had Khelbes conceived of himself that (266) which he conceived of the folk of dishonour and
calamity, there had betided him nothing of this. Nor is this story, rare and extraordinary though it be, more extraordinary or rarer than that of the
pious woman whose husband's brother accused her of lewdness.".? ? ? ? ? Th' Amir (quoth it) am I whose charms are still desired; Absent or
present, all in loving me consent..? ? ? ? ? Know, then, the woes that have befall'n a lover, neither grudge Her secret to conceal, but keep her
counsel still, I pray..When I came forth, I swooned away: so I sat down till my trouble subsided; then I made for my comrades and said to them, "I
have found the booty and the thief, and I affrighted him not neither troubled him, lest he should flee; but now, come, let us go to him, so we may
make shift to lay hold upon him." Then I took them and repaired to the keeper of the garden, who had tortured me with beating, meaning to make
him taste the like of that which he had done with me and lie against him and cause him eat stick. So we rushed into the water-wheel and seizing the
keeper, pinioned him..? ? ? ? ? O skinker of the vine-juice, let the cup 'twixt us go round, For in its drinking is my hope and all I hold most dear..? ?
? ? ? Beard of the old he-goat, the one-eyed, what shall be My saying of a knave, his fashion and degree?.When Zuheir heard his words, he bade
smite off his head; but his Vizier said to him, "Slay him not, till his friend be present." So he commanded the two slaves to fetch his friend;
whereupon they repaired to El Abbas and called to him, saying, "O youth, answer the summons of King Zuheir." "What would the king with me?"
asked he, and they answered, "We know not." Quoth he, "Who gave the king news of me?" "We went to draw water," answered they, "and found a
man by the water. So we questioned him of his case, but he would not acquaint us therewith; wherefore we carried him perforce to King Zuheir,
who questioned him of his case and he told him that he was going to Akil. Now Akil is the king's enemy and he purposeth to betake himself to his
camp and make prize of his offspring and cut off his traces." "And what," asked El Abbas, "hath Akil done with King Zuheir?" And they replied,
"He engaged for himself that he would bring the king every year a thousand dinars and a thousand she-camels, besides a thousand head of
thoroughbred horses and two hundred black slaves and fifty slave-girls; but it hath reached the king that Akil purposeth to give nought of this;
wherefore he is minded to go to him. So hasten thou with us, ere the king be wroth with thee and with us.".? ? ? ? ? El Abbas from Akil his stead is
come again; Prize hath he made of steeds and many a baggage-train;.159. The Man of Upper Egypt and his Frank Wife dcccxciv.? ? ? ? ? f. The
Sixth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dlix.? ? ? ? ? i The Ninth Officer's Story dccccxxxviii
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