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Presently, the king [of the city] was minded to go forth to his garden, (206) a-pleasuring, and bade the cook forego him thither and appoint in his

stead one who should dress meat for the king, so that, when he returned, he might find it ready. So the cook fell a-considering of whom he should

appoint and was bewildered concerning his affair. As he was on this wise, the old man came to him and seeing him perplexed how he should do,

said to him, 'Tell me what is in thy mind; belike, I may avail to relieve thee.' So he acquainted him with the king's wishes and he said, 'Have no care

for this, but leave me one of the serving-men and go thou in peace and surety, for I will suffice thee of this.' So the cook departed with the king,

after he had brought the old man what he needed and left him a man of the guards..When a year had elapsed, there came to the city a ship, wherein

were merchants and goods galore. Now it was of their usance, from time immemorial, that, when there came a ship to the city, the king sent unto it

such of his servants as he trusted in, who took charge of the goods, so they might be [first of all] shown to the king, who bought such of them as

befitted him and gave the merchants leave to sell the rest. So he sent, as of wont, one who should go up to the ship and seal up the goods and set

over them who should keep watch over them..Then he bade fetch the youth and when he was present before him, he prostrated himself to him and

prayed for him; whereupon quoth the king to him, "Out on thee! How long shall the folk upbraid me on thine account and blame me for delaying

thy slaughter? Even the people of my city blame me because of thee, so that I am grown a talking-stock among them, and indeed they come in to

me and upbraid me [and urge me] to put thee to death. How long shall I delay this? Indeed, this very day I mean to shed thy blood and rid the folk

of thy prate.".He gained him wealth and returning to his native land, after twenty years' absence, alighted in the neighbourhood of an old woman,

whom he bespoke fair and entreated with liberality, requiring of her a wench whom he might lie withal. Quoth she, 'I know none but a certain fair

woman, who is renowned for this fashion.' (12) Then she described her charms to him and made him lust after her, and he said, 'Hasten to her

forthright and lavish unto her that which she asketh, [in exchange for her favours].' So the old woman betook herself to the damsel and discovered

to her the man's wishes and bade her to him; but she answered, saying, 'It is true that I was on this [fashion of] whoredom [aforetime]; but now I

have repented to God the Most High and hanker no more after this; nay, I desire lawful marriage; so, if he be content with that which is lawful, I

am at his service.'.54. The Poor Man and his Generous Friend cccli.? ? ? ? ? w. The Fox and the Folk (235) M.Wife, The Old Woman and the

Draper's, ii. 55..Merry Jest of a Thief, A, ii. 186..155. Hassan of Bassora and the King's Daughter of the Jinn dcclxxviii.?THE FOURTEENTH

OFFICER'S STORY..?Story of King Ibrahim and His Son..? ? ? ? ? Whenas mine eyes behold thee not, that day As of my life I do not reckon

aye;.How long, O Fate, wilt thou oppress and baffle me? ii. 69..So the chamberlain went about that which he needed and assembling his wife's

kinsfolk, said to them, 'I am resolved to put away my wife.' They took this ill of him and complained of him and summoning him before the king,

sat pleading with him. Now the king had no knowledge of that which had passed; so he said to the chamberlain, 'Why wilt thou put her away and

how can thy soul consent unto this and why takest thou unto thyself a goodly piece of land and after forsakest it? 'May God amend the king!'

answered the husband. 'By Allah, O king, I saw therein the track of the lion and fear to enter the land, lest the lion devour me; and indeed the like

of my affair with her is that which befell between the old woman and the draper's wife.' 'What is their story?' asked the king; and the chamberlain

said, 'Know, O king, that.? ? ? ? ? a. The Cat and the Mouse dcix.Now the children had entered the coppice, to make water, and there was there a

forest of trees, wherein, if a horseman entered, he might wander by the week, [before finding his way out], for none knew the first thereof from the

last. So the boys entered therein and knew not how they should return and went astray in that wood, to an end that was willed of God the Most

High, whilst their father sought them, but found them not. So he returned to their mother and they abode weeping for their children. As for these

latter, when they entered the wood, it swallowed them up and they went wandering in it many days, knowing not where they had entered, till they

came forth, at another side, upon the open country..? ? ? ? ? The Merciful dyed me with that which I wear Of hues with whose goodliness none may

compare..? ? ? ? ? i The Ninth Officer's Story dccccxxxviii.? ? ? ? ? The nobles' hands, for that my place I must forsake, Do solace me with beds,

whereon at ease I lie..40. Jaafer ben Yehya and Abdulmelik ben Salih dlxv.? ? ? ? ? I hope for present (62) good [and bounty at thy hand,] For souls

of men are still to present (63) good inclined..Presently she felt a breath upon her face; whereupon she awoke and found Queen Kemeriyeh kissing

her, and with her her three sisters, Queen Jemreh, Queen Wekhimeh and Queen Sherareh. So she arose and kissed their hands and rejoiced in them

with the utmost joy and they abode, she and they, in talk and converse, what while she related to them her history, from the time of her purchase by

the Mughrebi to that of her coming to the slave-dealers' barrack, where she besought Ishac en Nedim to buy her, and how she won to Er Reshid, till

the moment when Iblis came to her and brought her to them. They gave not over talking till the sun declined and turned pale and the season of

sundown drew near and the day departed, whereupon Tuhfeh was instant in supplication to God the Most High, on the occasion of the prayer of

sundown, that He would reunite her with her lord Er Reshid..Then she carried him up [to the estrade] and seating him on the couch, brought him

meat and wine and gave him to drink; after which she put off all that was upon her of raiment and jewels and tying them up in a handkerchief, said

to him, "O my lord, this is thy portion, all of it." Moreover she turned to the Jew and said to him, "Arise, thou also, and do even as I." So he arose in

haste and went out, scarce crediting his deliverance. When the girl was assured of his escape, she put out her hand to her clothes [and jewels] and

taking them, said to the prefect, "Is the requital of kindness other than kindness? Thou hast deigned [to visit me and eat of my victual]; so now arise

and depart from us without ill-[doing]; or I will give one cry and all who are in the street will come forth." So the Amir went out from her, without
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having gotten a single dirhem; and on this wise she delivered the Jew by the excellence of her contrivance.'.Then said Shehrzad, "They avouch, O

king, (but God [alone] knowest the secret things,) that.131. The Queen of the Serpents cccclxxxii.? ? ? ? ? c. The King who knew the Quintessence

of Things dcccxci.There was once aforetime a certain sharper, who [was so eloquent that he] would turn the ear inside out, and he was a man of

understanding and quick wit and skill and perfection. It was his wont to enter a town and [give himself out as a merchant and] make a show of

trafficking and insinuate himself into the intimacy of people of worth and consort with the merchants, for he was [apparently] distinguished for

virtue and piety. Then he would put a cheat on them and take [of them] what he might spend and go away to another city; and he ceased not to do

thus a great while..?OF CLEMENCY..I seated myself amiddleward the saloon, misdoubting, and as I sat, there came down on me from the estrade

seven naked men, without other clothing than leather girdles about their waists. One of them came up to me and took my turban, whilst another

took my handkerchief, that was in my sleeve, with my money, and a third stripped me of my clothes; after which a fourth came and bound my

hands behind me with his girdle. Then they all took me up, pinioned as I was, and casting me down, fell a-dragging me towards a sink-hole that

was there and were about to cut my throat, when, behold, there came a violent knocking at the door. When they heard this, they were afraid and

their minds were diverted from me by fear; so the woman went out and presently returning, said to them, 'Fear not; no harm shall betide you this

day. It is only your comrade who hath brought you your noon-meal.' With this the new-comer entered, bringing with him a roasted lamb; and when

he came in to them, he said to them, 'What is to do with you, that ye have tucked up [your sleeves and trousers]?' Quoth they, '[This is] a piece of

game we have caught.'.? ? ? ? ? I clipped her (118) in mine arms and straight grew drunken with the scent Of a fresh branch that had been reared in

affluence and content..When the king heard this, he bowed [his head] in perplexity and confusion and said, "Carry him back to the prison till the

morrow, so we may look into his affair.".So he rose from his sleep and finding himself in his own saloon and his mother by him, misdoubted of his

wit and said to her, "By Allah, O my mother, I saw myself in a dream in a palace, with slave-girls and servants about me and in attendance upon

me, and I sat upon the throne of the Khalifate and ruled. By Allah, O my mother, this is what I saw, and verily it was not a dream!" Then he

bethought himself awhile and said, "Assuredly, I am Aboulhusn el Khelia, and this that I saw was only a dream, and [it was in a dream that] I was

made Khalif and commanded and forbade." Then he bethought himself again and said, "Nay, but it was no dream and I am no other than the Khalif,

and indeed I gave gifts and bestowed dresses of honour." Quoth his mother to him, "O my son, thou sportest with thy reason: thou wilt go to the

hospital and become a gazing-stock. Indeed, that which thou hast seen is only from the Devil and it was a delusion of dreams, for whiles Satan

sporteth with men's wits in all manner ways.".? ? ? ? ? Indeed, your long estrangement hath caused my bowels yearn. Would God I were a servant

in waiting at your door!.? ? ? ? ? Like the full moon she shows upon a night of fortune fair, Slender of shape and charming all with her seductive

air..In my soul the fire of yearning and affliction rageth aye, iii. 65..? ? ? ? ? Raiment of silk and sendal, too, he brought to us for gift, And me in

marriage sought therewith; yet, all his pains despite,.Officer's Story, the Eighth, ii. 155..? ? ? ? ? e. The Fifth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.? ? ? ? ?

I see yon like unto mankind in favour and in form; But oxen, (37) verily, ye are in fashion and in deed..? ? ? ? ? g. The Crows and the Hawk

dcxiii.100. The Rogueries of Delileh the Crafty and her Daughter Zeyneb the Trickstress dcclvi.They knew him forthright and rising to him, kissed

his hands and rejoiced in him and said to him, 'O our lord, in good sooth, thou art a king and the son of a king, and we desire thee nought but good

and beseech [God to grant] thee continuance. Consider how God hath rescued thee from this thy wicked uncle, who sent thee to a place whence

none came ever off alive, purposing not in this but thy destruction; and indeed thou fellest into [peril of] death and God delivered thee therefrom.

So how wilt thou return and cast thyself again into thine enemy's hand? By Allah, save thyself and return not to him again. Belike thou shall abide

upon the face of the earth till it please God the Most High [to vouchsafe thee relief]; but, if thou fall again into his hand, he will not suffer thee live

a single hour.'.One day, there came a traveller and seeing the picture, said, 'There is no god but God! My brother wrought this picture.' So the king

sent for him and questioned him of the affair of the picture and where was he who had wrought it. 'O my lord,' answered the traveller, 'we are two

brothers and one of us went to the land of Hind and fell in love with the king's daughter of the country, and it is she who is the original of the

portrait. In every city he entereth, he painteth her portrait, and I follow him, and long is my journey.' When the king's son heard this, he said,'Needs

must I travel to this damsel.' So he took all manner rarities and store of riches and journeyed days and nights till he entered the land of Hind, nor

did he win thereto save after sore travail. Then he enquired of the King of Hind and he also heard of him..Baghdad, El Abbas and the King's

Daughter of, iii. 53.."O king," answered the youth, "there is no great forgiveness save in case of a great crime, for according as the offence is great,

in so much is forgiveness magnified and it is no dishonour to the like of thee if he spare the like of me. Verily, Allah knoweth that there is no fault

in me, and indeed He commandeth unto clemency, and no clemency is greater than that which spareth from slaughter, for that thy forgiveness of

him whom thou purposest to put to death is as the quickening of a dead man; and whoso doth evil shall find it before him, even as it was with King

Bihkerd." "And what is the story of King Bihkerd?" asked the king. "O king," answered the youth,.64. Tht Vizier of Yemen and his young Brother

ccclxxxiv.When King Shah Bekht heard this, he said, "Most like all they say of the vizier is leasing and his innocence will appear, even as that of

the pious woman appeared." Then he comforted the vizier's heart and bade him go to his house..EL MELIK EZ ZAHIR RUKNEDDIN BIBERS

EL BUNDUCDARI AND THE SIXTEEN OFFICERS OF POLICE. (83)."There was once a man of Khorassan and he had a son, whose

improvement he ardently desired; but the young man sought to be alone and to remove himself from his father's eye, so he might give himself up to

pleasance and delight. So he sought of his father [leave to make] the pilgrimage to the Holy House of God and to visit the tomb of the Prophet
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(whom God bless and keep!). Now between them and Mecca was a journey of five hundred parasangs; but his father could not gainsay him, for that

the law of God made this (178) incumbent on him and because of that which he hoped for him of improvement [therefrom]. So he joined unto him

a governor, in whom he trusted, and gave him much money and took leave of him. The son set out on the holy pilgrimage (179) with the governor

and abode on that wise, spending freely and using not thrift..? ? ? ? ? Ye're gone and desolated by your absence is the world: Requital, ay, or

substitute to seek for you 'twere vain..? ? ? ? ? Persist not on my weakliness with thy disdain nor be Treason and breach of love its troth to thee

attributed;.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? But if my wealth abound, of all I'm held in amity..On this wise they abode a whole year, at the end of which time Selim

said to the queen-mother, 'Know that my life is not pleasing to me nor can I abide with you in contentment till I get me tidings of my sister and

learn in what issue her affair hath resulted and how she hath fared after me. Wherefore I will go and be absent from you a year's space; then will I

return to you, so it please God the Most High and I accomplish of this that which I hope.' Quoth she, 'I will not trust to thy word, but will go with

thee and help thee to that which thou desirest of this and further thee myself therein.' So she took a ship and loaded it with all manner things of

price, goods and treasures and what not else. Moreover, she appointed one of the viziers, a man in whom she trusted and in his fashion and

ordinance, to rule the realm in their absence, saying to him, 'Abide [in the kingship] a full-told year and ordain all that whereof thou hast

need..?SINDBAD THE SAILOR AND HINDBAD THE PORTER..He [seated himself on the divan and] leant upon a cushion, whilst she put out

her hand to her veil and did it off. Then she put off her heavy outer clothes and discovered her charms, whereupon he embraced her and kissed her

and swived her; after which they washed and returned to their place and he said to her, 'Know that I have little knowledge [of what goes on] in my

house, for that I trust to my servant; so arise thou and see what the boy hath made ready in the kitchen.' Accordingly, she arose and going down into

the kitchen, saw cooking pots over the fire, wherein were all manner of dainty meats, and manchet-bread and fresh almond-and-honey cakes. So

she set bread on a dish and ladled out [what she would] from the pots and brought it to him..29. Maan ben Zaideh and the three Girls

dxxxii.Officer's Story, The Fourteenth, ii. 183..84. Dibil el Khuzai with the Lady and Muslim ben el Welid dclxx.? ? ? ? ? In every halting-place

like Joseph (17) she appears And he in every stead with Jacob's grief (18) is pined..How long shall I thus question my heart that's drowned in woe?

iii. 42..? ? ? ? ? How long did the heart for thy love that languished with longing endure A burden of passion, 'neath which e'en mountains might

totter and fail!.Bekhtzeman, Story of King, i. 115..Calcutta (1814-18) Text. 183.One day, I changed my clothes and putting money in my sleeve,

sallied forth to explore the holes and corners of this city, and as I was going about, I saw a handsome house. Its goodliness pleased me; so I stood

looking on it, and behold, a lovely woman [at the lattice]. When she saw me, she made haste and descended, whilst I abode confounded. Then I

betook myself to a tailor there and questioned him of the house and to whom it belonged. Quoth he, "It belongeth to such an one the notary, may

God curse him!" "Is he her father?" asked I; [and he replied, "Yes."] So I repaired in haste to a man, with whom I had been used to deposit my

goods for sale, and told him that I desired to gain access to such an one the notary. Accordingly he assembled his friends and we betook ourselves

to the notary's house. When we came in to him, we saluted him and sat with him, and I said to him, "I come to thee as a suitor, desiring the hand of

thy daughter in marriage." Quoth he, "I have no daughter befitting this man." And I rejoined, "God aid thee! My desire is for thee and not for her."

(213) But he still refused and his friends said to him, "This is an honourable man and thine equal in estate, and it is not lawful to thee that thou

hinder the girl of her fortune." Quoth he to them, "Verily, my daughter whom ye seek is passing foul-favoured and in her are all blameworthy

qualities." And I said, "I accept her, though she be as thou sayest." Then said the folk, "Extolled be the perfection of God! A truce to talk! [The

thing is settled;] so say the word, how much wilt thou have [to her dowry]?" Quoth he, "I must have four thousand dinars." And I said, "Hearkening

and obedience.".So the friend turned to the sharper and said to him, 'O my lord, O such an one, thou goest under a delusion. The purse is with me,

for it was with me that thou depositedst it, and this elder is innocent of it.' But the sharper answered him with impatience and impetuosity, saying,

'Extolled be the perfection of God! As for the purse that is with thee, O noble and trusty man, I know that it is in the warrant of God and my heart is

at ease concerning it, for that it is with thee as it were with me; but I began by demanding that which I deposited with this man, of my knowledge

that he coveteth the folk's good.' At this the friend was confounded and put to silence and returned not an answer; [and the] only [result of his

interference was that] each of them (52) paid a thousand dinars..With this the king's wrath subsided and he said, "Restore him to the prison till the

morrow, so we may look into his affair.".O friends, the East wind waxeth, the morning draweth near, iii. 123..The Twenty-Fourth Night of the

Month..The kings of the Jinn were moved to delight by that fair singing and fluent speech and praised Tuhfeh; and Queen Kemeriyeh rose to her

and embraced her and kissed her between the eyes, saying, 'By Allah, it is good, O my sister and solace of mine eyes and darling of my heart!' Then

said she, 'I conjure thee by Allah, give us more of this lovely singing.' And Tuhfeh answered with 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took the lute

and playing thereon after a different fashion from the former one, sang the following verses:.Selim followed him till he brought him to an

underground chamber and showed him somewhat of wine that was to his mind. So he occupied him with looking upon it and taking him at

unawares, sprang upon him from behind and cast him to the earth and sat upon his breast. Then he drew a knife and set it to his jugular; whereupon

there betided Selim [that wherewithal] God made him forget all that He had decreed [unto him], (72) and he said to the cook, 'Why dost thou this

thing, O man? Be mindful of God the Most High and fear Him. Seest thou not that I am a stranger? And indeed [I have left] behind me a

defenceless woman. Why wilt thou slay me?' Quoth the cook, 'Needs must I slay thee, so I may take thy good.' And Selim said, 'Take my good, but

slay me not, neither enter into sin against me; and do with me kindness, for that the taking of my money is lighter (73) than the taking of my
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life.'.So, when the night darkened, we sallied forth to make our round, attended by men with sharp swords, and went round about the streets and

compassed the city, till we came to the by-street where was the woman, and it was the middle of the night Here we smelt rich scents and heard the

clink of earrings; so I said to my comrades, "Methinks I spy an apparition," And the captain of the watch said, "See what it is." So I came forward

and entering the lane, came presently out again and said, "I have found a fair woman and she tells me that she is from the Citadel and that the night

surprised her and she espied this street and seeing its cleanness and the goodliness of its ordinance, knew that it appertained to a man of rank and

that needs must there be in it a guardian to keep watch over it, wherefore she took shelter therein." Quoth the captain of the watch to me, "Take her

and carry her to thy house." But I answered, "I seek refuge with Allah! (93) My house is no place of deposit (94) and on this woman are trinkets

and apparel [of price]. By Allah, we will not deposit her save with Amin el Hukrn, in whose street she hath been since the first of the darkness;

wherefore do thou leave her with him till the break of day." And he said, "As thou wilt." Accordingly, I knocked at the Cadi's door and out came a

black slave of his slaves, to whom said I, "O my lord, take this woman and let her be with you till break of day, for that the lieutenant of the Amir

Ilmeddin hath found her standing at the door of your house, with trinkets and apparel [of price] on her, and we feared lest her responsibility be upon

you; (95) wherefore it is most fit that she pass the night with you." So the slave opened and took her in with him..? ? ? ? ? And unto Irak fared, my

way to thee to make, And crossed the stony wastes i' the darkness of the night..After this, she abode with the four queens, till they arose and entered

the palace, where she found the candles lit and ranged in candlesticks of gold and silver and censing-vessels of gold and silver, filled with

aloes-wood and ambergris, and there were the kings of the Jinn sitting. So she saluted them, kissing the earth before them and doing them worship;

and they rejoiced in her and in her sight. Then she ascended [the estrade] and sat down upon her chair, whilst King Es Shisban and King El Muzfir

and Queen Louloueh and [other] the kings of the Jinn sat on chairs, and they brought tables of choice, spread with all manner meats befitting kings.

They ate their fill; after which the tables were removed and they washed their hands and wiped them with napkins. Then they brought the

wine-service and set on bowls and cups and flagons and hanaps of gold and silver and beakers of crystal and gold; and they poured out the wines

and filled the flagons..? ? ? ? ? His eyelids' sorcery from mine eyes hath banished sleep; since he From me departed, nought see I except a drowsy

fair. (137).Reshid (Haroun er) and the Woman of the Barmecides, i. 57..Hakim (El) bi Amrillah, The Merchant and the Favourite of the Khalif El

Mamoun, iii. 171..Now she was righteous in all her dealings and swerved not from one word; (3) so, when he saw that she consented not unto him,

he misdoubted that she would tell his brother, when he returned from his journey, and said to her, 'An thou consent not to this whereof I require

thee, I will cause thee fall into suspicion and thou wilt perish.' Quoth she, 'Be God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) [judge] betwixt

me and thee, and know that, shouldst thou tear me limb from limb, I would not consent to that whereto thou biddest me.' His folly (4) persuaded

him that she would tell her husband; so, of his exceeding despite, he betook himself to a company of people in the mosque and told them that he

had witnessed a man commit adultery with his brother's wife. They believed his saying and took act of his accusation and assembled to stone her.

Then they dug her a pit without the city and seating her therein, stoned her, till they deemed her dead, when they left her..Therewith Wekhimeh was

moved to exceeding delight and drinking off the cup, ordered her twenty dresses of Greek brocade and a tray, wherein were thirty thousand dinars.

Then she gave the cup to Queen Shuaaeh, Queen of the Fourth Sea, who took it and said, 'O my lady Tuhfeh, sing to me on the gillyflower.' Quoth

she 'Hearkening and obedience,' and improvised the following verses:.Now the man who had stolen the clothes and forged a lie against the pious

woman, pretending that he was her lover, sickened of a sore sickness, and his people took him up and set out with him to visit the holy woman, and

Destiny brought them all together by the way. So they fared on, till they came to the city wherein the man dwelt for whom she had paid a thousand

dirhems, to deliver him from torment, and found him about to travel to her, by reason of a sickness that had betided him. So they all fared on

together, unknowing that the holy woman was she whom they had so foully wronged, and ceased not going till they came to her city and

foregathered at the gates of her palace, to wit, that wherein was the tomb of the king's daughter.."There was once, of old time, a king and he had a

son [named Bihzad], there was not in his day a goodlier than he and he loved to consort with the folk and to sit with the merchants and converse

with them. One day, as he sat in an assembly, amongst a number of folk, he heard them talking of his own goodliness and grace and saying, 'There

is not in his time a goodlier than he.' But one of the company said, 'Indeed, the daughter of King Such-an-one is handsomer than he.' When Bihzad

heard this saying, his reason fled and his heart fluttered and he called the last speaker and said to him, 'Repeat to me that which thou saidst and tell

me the truth concerning her whom thou avouchest to be handsomer than I and whose daughter she is.' Quoth the man, 'She is the daughter of King

Such-an-one;' whereupon Bihzad's heart clave to her and his colour changed..? ? ? ? ? Our loves are joined and cruelty at last is done away; Ay, and

the cup of love-delight 'twixt us doth circulate..King (The Unjust) and the Tither, i. 273..Locust, The Hawk and the, ii. 50..? ? ? ? ? e. The Niggard

and the Loaves of Bread dcccclxxxiv.So he carried her to a place wherein was running water and setting her down on the ground, left her and went

away, marvelling at her. After he left her, he found his camels, by her blessing, and when he returned, King Kisra asked him, 'Hast thou found the

camels?' ['Yes,' answered he] and acquainted him with the affair of the damsel and set out to him her beauty and grace; whereupon the king's heart

clave to her and he mounted with a few men and betook himself to that place, where he found the damsel and was amazed at her, for that he saw

her overpassing the description wherewith the camel-driver had described her to him. So he accosted her and said to her, 'I am King Kisra, greatest

of the kings. Wilt thou not have me to husband?' Quoth she, 'What wilt thou do with me, O king, and I a woman abandoned in the desert?' And he

answered, saying, 'Needs must this be, and if thou wilt not consent to me, I will take up my sojourn here and devote myself to God's service and
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thine and worship Him with thee.'.When the king heard this, he could not contain himself, but rushed in upon them and said to them, 'Out on you!

What did ye? Tell me.' And they said, 'Pardon, O king.' Quoth he, 'An ye would have pardon from God and me, it behoveth you to tell me the truth,

for nothing shall save you from me but truth-speaking.' So they prostrated themselves before him and said, 'By Allah, O king, the viziers gave us

this gold and taught us to lie against Abou Teman, so thou mightest put him to death, and what we said was their words.' When the king heard this,

he plucked at his beard, till he was like to tear it up by the roots and bit upon his fingers, till he well-nigh sundered them in twain, for repentance

and sorrow that he had wrought hastily and had not delayed with Abou Temam, so he might look into his affair..? ? ? ? ? r. The Man who saw the

Night of Power dxcvi.King's Daughter of Baghdad, El Abbas and the, iii. 53..? ? ? ? ? Thou layst on me a load too great to bear, and thus thou dost

But that my burdens I may bind and so towards thee fare..When the king heard these words, he abode in perplexity and said, "Restore him to the

prison till the morrow, so we may look into his affair, for the day draweth to an end and I mean to put him to death on exemplary wise, and

[to-morrow] we will do with him that which he meriteth.".? ? ? ? ? And dromedaries, too, of price and goodly steeds and swift Of many a noble

breed, yet found no favour in my eyne!".When he was gone, the old man bade the trooper wash the kitchen-vessels and made ready passing goodly

food. When the king returned, he set the meat before him, and he tasted food whose like he had never known; whereat he marvelled and asked who

had dressed it. So they acquainted him with the old man's case and he summoned him to his presence and awarded him a handsome recompense.

(207) Moreover, he commanded that they should cook together, he and the cook, and the old man obeyed his commandment..Queen Kemeriyeh

embraced her, as also did Queen Zelzeleh and Queen Wekhimeh and Queen Sherareh, and the former said to her, 'Rejoice in assured deliverance,

for there abideth no harm for thee; but this is no time for talk.' Then they cried out, whereupon up came the Afrits ambushed in the island, with

swords and maces in their hands, and taking up Tuhfeh, flew with her to the palace and made themselves masters thereof, whilst the Afrit aforesaid,

who was dear to Meimoun and whose name was Dukhan, fled like an arrow and stayed not in his flight till he carne to Meimoun and found him

engaged in sore battle with the Jinn. When his lord saw him, he cried out at him, saying, 'Out on thee! Whom hast thou left in the palace?' And

Dukhan answered, saying, 'And who abideth in the palace? Thy beloved Tuhfeh they have taken and Jemreh is slain and they have gotten

possession of the palace, all of it.' With this Meimoun buffeted his face and head and said, 'Out on it for a calamity!' And he cried aloud. Now

Kemeriyeh had sent to her father and acquainted him with the news, whereat the raven of parting croaked for them. So, when Meimoun saw that

which had betided him, (and indeed the Jinn smote upon him and the wings of death overspread his host,) he planted the butt of his spear in the

earth and turning the point thereof to his heart, urged his charger upon it and pressed upon it with his breast, till the point came forth, gleaming,

from his back..Then said El Aziz to the King of Baghdad, "I would fain speak a word to thee; but do thou not exclude from us those who are

present. If thou consent unto my wish, that which is ours shall be thine and that which is incumbent on thee shall be incumbent on us, (121) and we

will be to thee a mighty aid against all enemies and opposites." Quoth Ins ben Cais, "Say what thou wilt, O King, for indeed thou excellest in

speech and attainest [the mark] in that which them sayest" So El Aziz said to him," I desire that thou give thy daughter Mariyeh in marriage to my

son El Abbas, for thou knowest that wherewithal he is gifted of beauty and loveliness and brightness and perfection and how he beareth himself in

the frequentation of the valiant and his constancy in the stead of smiting and thrusting." "By Allah, O king," answered Ins ben Cais, "of my love for

Mariyeh, I have appointed her disposal to be in her own hand; wherefore, whomsoever she chooseth of the folk, I will marry her to him.".?THE

DISCIPLE'S STORY..'Twere better and meeter thy presence to leave, ii. 85..The old man betook himself to the city, as she bade him, and enquired

for the money-changer, to whom they directed him. So he gave him the ring and the letter, which when he saw, he kissed the letter and breaking it

open, read it and apprehended its purport. Then he repaired to the market and buying all that she bade him, laid it in a porter's basket and bade him

go with the old man. So the latter took him and went with him to the mosque, where he relieved him of his burden and carried the meats in to Sitt el

Milah. She seated him by her side and they ate, he and she, of those rich meats, till they were satisfied, when the old man rose and removed the

food from before her..Then he gave the cup to the Khalif, saying, "Drink [and may] health and soundness [attend it]! It doth away disease and

bringeth healing and setteth the runnels of health abroach.".? ? ? ? ? a. The Hawk and the Partridge cxlix.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? How many an one, with

loss of wealth, hath turned mine enemy!.87. The Lovers of the Benou Tai dclxxiii.Seventh Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor, The, iii. 224..Fourteenth

Officer's Story, The, ii. 183..A sun of beauty she appears to all who look on her, iii. 191..?STORY OF DAVID AND SOLOMON..Three Men and

our Lord Jesus, The, i. 282..Then they returned to Shehrzad and displayed her in the second dress. They clad her in a dress of surpassing

goodliness, and veiled her face to the eyes with her hair. Moreover, they let down her side locks and she was even as saith of her one of her

describers in the following verses:.9. The History of King Omar ben Ennuman and his Sons Sherkan and Zoulmekan xlv.18. The Thief and his

Monkey clii.When King Shah Bekht heard this story, it pleased him and he bade the vizier go away to his own house..? ? ? ? ? Then was my heart

by that which caused my agitation seared, And from mine eyelids still the tears poured down without relent..When the damsel had made an end of

her song, El Abbas swooned away and they sprinkled on him rose-water, mingled with musk, till he came to himself, when he called another

damsel (now there was on her of linen and clothes and ornaments that which beggareth description, and she was endowed with brightness and

loveliness and symmetry and perfection, such as shamed the crescent moon, and she was a Turkish girl from the land of the Greeks and her name

was Hafizeh) and said to her, "O Hafizeh, close thine eyes and tune thy lute and sing to us upon the days of separation." She answered him with

"Hearkening and obedience" and taking the lute, tuned its strings and cried out from her head, (107) in a plaintive voice, and sang the following
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verses:.? ? ? ? ? You swore you'd be faithful to us and our love, And true to your oath and your troth-plight were you;.? ? ? ? ? The railers for your

loss pretend that I should patient be: 'Away!' I answer them: ' 'tis I, not you, that feel the pain.'.There was once, in the parts of Khorassan, a man of

the affluent of the country, who was a merchant of the chiefest of the merchants and was blessed with two children, a son and a daughter. He was

assiduous in rearing them and making fair their education, and they grew up and throve after the goodliest fashion. He used to teach the boy, who

taught his sister all that he learnt, so that the girl became perfect in the knowledge of the Traditions of the Prophet and in polite letters, by means of

her brother. Now the boy's name was Selim and that of the girl Selma. When they grew up and waxed, their father built them a mansion beside his

own and lodged them apart therein and appointed them slave-girls and servants to tend them and assigned unto each of them pensions and

allowances and all that they needed of high and low, meat and bread and wine and raiment and vessels and what not else. So Selim and Selma

abode in that mansion, as they were one soul in two bodies, and they used to sleep on one couch; and rooted in each one's heart was love and

affection and familiar friendship [for the other of them]..? ? ? ? ? a. The Christian Broker's Story xxv.Prince who fell in Love with the Picture, The,

i. 256..57. Abou Nuwas with the Three Boys and the Khalif Haroun er Reshid dcxlv.When Bekhtzeman heard this, he awoke from his heedlessness

and said, 'Extolled be the perfection of God the Great! O king, this is my case and my story, nothing added and nought diminished, for I am King

Bekhtzeman and all this happened to me; wherefore I will seek the gate of God['s mercy] and repent unto Him.' So he went forth to one of the

mountains and there worshipped God awhile, till one night, as he slept, one appeared to him in a dream and said to him, 'O Bekhtzeman, God

accepteth thy repentance and openeth on thee [the gate of succour] and will further thee against thine enemy.' When he was certified of this in the

dream, he arose and turned back, intending for his own city; and when he drew near thereunto, he saw a company of the king's retainers, who said

to him, 'Whence art thou? We see that thou art a stranger and fear for thee from this king, for that every stranger who enters this city, he destroys

him, of his fear of King Bekhtzeman.' Quoth Bekhtzeman, 'None shall hurt him nor advantage him save God the Most High.' And they answered,

saying, 'Indeed, he hath a vast army and his heart is fortified in the multitude of his troops.'.Now there was in the house a ram, with which the

Persian used to butt, and when he saw what the woman did, he thought she would butt with him; so he broke his halter and running at her, butted

her and broke her head. She fell on her back and cried out; whereupon the Persian started up from sleep in haste and seeing the singing-girl [cast

down on her back] and the singer with his yard on end, said to the latter, 'O accursed one, doth not what thou hast already done suffice thee?' Then

he beat him soundly and opening the door, put him out in the middle of the night..Then Ishac seized upon her hand and carrying her into the house,

said to her, 'Take the lute and sing; for never saw I nor heard thy like in smiting upon the lute; no, not even myself!' 'O my lord,' answered she,

'thou makest mock of me. Who am I that thou shouldst say all this to me? Indeed, this is but of thy kindness.' 'Nay, by Allah,' exclaimed he, 'I said

but the truth to thee and I am none of those on whom pretence imposeth. These three months hath nature not moved thee to take the lute and sing

thereto, and this is nought but an extraordinary thing. But all this cometh of strength in the craft and self-restraint.' Then he bade her sing; and she

said, 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took the lute and tightening its strings, smote thereon a number of airs, so that she confounded Ishac's wit

and he was like to fly for delight. Then she returned to the first mode and sang thereto the following verses:.King and his Chamberlain's Wife, The,

ii. 53..? ? ? ? ? i. The Spider and the Wind dcxv.When the king had made an end of his story, he bade the bystanders spit in the Magian's face and

curse him; and they did this. Then he bade cut out his tongue and on the morrow he bade cut off his ears and nose and pluck out his eyes. On the

third day he bade cut off his hands and on the fourth his feet; and they ceased not to lop him limb from limb, and each member they cast into the

fire, after its cutting-off, before his face, till his soul departed, after he had endured torments of all kinds and fashions. The king bade crucify his

trunk on the city-wall three days' space; after which he let burn it and reduce its ashes to powder and scatter them abroad in the air..90. The Devout

Prince cccci.So he left her and slept his night and on the morrow he repaired to the shop of his friend the druggist and saluted him. The other

welcomed him and questioned him of his case; whereupon he told him how he had fared, till he came to the mention of the woman's husband, when

he said, 'Then came the cuckold her husband and she clapped me into the chest and shut the lid on me, whilst her addlepated pimp of a husband

went round about the house, top and bottom; and when he had gone his way, we returned to what we were about.' With this, the druggist was

certified that the house was his house and the wife his wife, and he said, 'And what wilt thou do to-day?' Quoth the singer, 'I shall return to her and

weave for her and full her yarn, (198) and I came but to thank thee for thy dealing with me.'.?Story of the Prisoner and How God Gave Him

Relief..? ? ? ? ? f. The Sixth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclxvi.Calcutta (1814-18) Text..?OF THE ISSUES OF GOOD AND EVIL ACTIONS..?

? ? ? ? After your loss, nor trace of me nor vestige would remain, Did not the hope of union some whit my strength sustain..Presently, the idiot

returned, with somewhat to add to his hoard, but found it not; so he bethought him who had followed him and remembered that he had found the

sharper aforesaid assiduous in sitting with him and questioning him. So he went in quest of him, assured that he had taken the pot, and gave not

over looking for him till he espied him sitting; whereupon he ran to him and the sharper saw him. [Then the idiot stood within earshot] and

muttered to himself and said, 'In the pot are threescore dinars and I have with me other score in such a place and to-day I will unite the whole in the

pot.' When the sharper heard him say this to himself, muttering and mumbling after his fashion, he repented him of having taken the dinars and

said, 'He will presently return to the pot and find it empty; wherefore that (264) for which I am on the look-out will escape me; and meseemeth I

were best restore the dinars [to their place], so he may see them and leave all that is with him in the pot, and I can take the whole.'.99. The Three

Unfortunate Lovers ccccix.Now the folk used to go in to her and salute her and crave her prayers; and it was her wont to pray for none till he had
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confessed to her his sins, when she would seek pardon for him and pray for him that he might be healed, and he was straightway made whole of

sickness, by permission of God the Most High. [So, when the four sick men were brought in to her,] she knew them forthright, though they knew

her not, and said to them, ' Let each of you confess his sins, so I may crave pardon for him and pray for him.' And the brother said, 'As for me, I

required my brother's wife of herself and she refused; whereupon despite and folly (7) prompted me and I lied against her and accused her to the

townsfolk of adultery; so they stoned her and slew her unjustly and unrighteously; and this is the issue of unright and falsehood and of the slaying

of the [innocent] soul, whose slaughter God hath forbidden.'.? ? ? ? ? And left me all forlorn, to pine for languishment,.? ? ? ? ? Bravo for her

whose loosened locks her cheeks do overcloud! She slays me with her cruelty, so fair she is and proud..? ? ? ? ? No good's in life (to the counsel list

of one who's purpose-whole,) An if thou be not drunken still and gladden not thy soul..When the morning morrowed and the folk came forth of the

city, they found a murdered man cast down in a corner of the burial-ground and seeing Bihkerd there, doubted not but it was he who had slain him;

so they laid hands on him and carried him up to the king and said to him, 'This fellow hath slain a man.' The king bade imprison him; [so they

clapped him in prison] and he fell a-saying in himself, what while he was in the prison, 'All that hath befallen me is of the abundance of my sins

and my tyranny, for, indeed, I have slain much people unrighteously and this is the requital of my deeds and that which I have wrought aforetime of

oppression.' As he was thus pondering in himself, there came a bird and lighted down on the coign of the prison, whereupon, of his much eagerness

in the chase, he took a stone and cast it at the bird..? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Enchanted Youth vii 3. The Porter and the Three Ladies of Baghdad

ix.So they made ready his affair and the king conferred on him a dress of honour, and he took with him a present and a letter under the king's hand

and setting out, fared on till he came to the [capital] city of Turkestan. When the king of the Turks knew of his coming, he despatched his officers

to receive him and entreated him with honour and lodged him as befitted his rank. Then he entertained him three days, after which he summoned

him to his presence and Abou Temam went in to him and prostrating himself before him, as beseemeth unto kings, laid the present before him and

gave him the letter..On the morrow, the Commander of the Faithful sat [in his hall of audience] and his Vizier Jaafer ben Yehya the Barmecide

came in to him; whereupon he called to him, saying, "I would have thee bring me a youth who is lately come to Baghdad, hight [Sidi Noureddin

Ali] the Damascene." Quoth Jaafer, "Hearkening and obedience," and going forth in quest of the youth, sent to the markets and khans and

caravanserais three days' space, but found no trace of him, neither lit upon tidings of him. So on the fourth day he presented himself before the

Khalif and said to him, "O our lord, I have sought him these three days, but have not found him." Quoth Er Reshid, "Make ready letters to

Damascus. Belike he hath returned to his own land." So Jaafer wrote a letter and despatched it by a dromedary-courier to the city of Damascus; and

they sought him there and found him not..Then they went on a little, and thieves met them and despoiling them of that which remained with them,

stripped them of their raiment and took the children from them; whereupon the woman wept and said to her husband, 'O man, put away from thee

this folly and arise, let us follow the thieves, so haply they may have compassion on us and restore the children to us.' 'O woman,' answered he,

'have patience, for he who doth evil shall be requited with evil and his wickedness shall revert upon him. Were I to follow them, most like one of

them would take his sword and smite off my head and slay me; but have patience, for the issue of patience is praised.' Then they fared on till they

drew near a village in the land of Kirman, and by it a river of water. So he said to his wife, 'Abide thou here, whilst I enter the village and look us

out a place wherein we may take up our lodging.' And he left her by the water and entered the village.
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